
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE BOWLS NEWS REPORTS 
 
 
Northamptonshire    Northampton Women’s  Northamptonshire                Northamptonshire Women’s 
Bowling    County Bowling   Indoor Bowling         Indoor Bowling 
Association   Association   Association         Association 
Secretary:   Secretary:   Secretary:         Secretary: 
Laurie Harrison, Esq.   Mrs Jan Hunt   Brian Sherwood, Esq.           Mrs.Pauline Capon 
31, Shelsley  Drive, Parklands,  61, Batsmans Drive, Rushden,  14, Loseby Close, Rushden,        61, Fuller Road, Moulton, 

Northampton, NN3 6ET  Northants. NN10 6EW  Northants. NN10 9HT         Northants. NN3 7RA 

Tel. 01604 647038   Tel. 01933 410182   Tel. 01933 312976         Tel. 01604 647038 
 

 

PRESS OFFICER 

John G Church, Esq. MBE, 

2, Tollbar, Rushden 

Northants. NN10 6DP 

Tel. 01933 356572 or Mob. 07790672331 

E mail: johnchurchtollbar@tiscali.co.uk 

 

 
 

 

9
th

 December, 2007.                                                                                                     PRESS REPORT 

 

 

County Stalwart honoured as a Life Member of the English Bowling Association 

 

One of the most long-serving members of the Northamptonshire Bowling Association was honoured at the last Annual 
General Meeting of the English Bowling Association by unanimously being appointed an Honorary Life Member of the 

Association.  This honour is not given lightly, and it has to be a reflection of the dedication to bowls to a very high degree 

by a member.    Ken Court, of Brackley BC has been so honoured, and the County Association congratulates him on 
becoming a member of a very small and select group of men, which includes David Bryant, CBE, Tony Allcock, MBE, Bob 

Jack, MBE, and around 25 others from around the country, who have played an enormous part in the administration and 

development of the game of bowls in England and rewarded by the bestowing of this honour. 

 

Ken Court has fulfilled many functions in both County and Country, including President of Northamptonshire Bowling 

Association; President of the Midland Counties Bowling Association; A Selector for the English Bowling Association for 

many years; Member of the EBA’s Match Organisation and the EBA’s Greens Maintenance Committees.   He has been 
Northamptonshire’s Delegate to the EBA for over 15 years, and aside from his business life, he also finds time to fulfil the 

role of County Competitions Co-ordinator for the South Area of the County and also plays bowls to a pretty high standard 

too.     
 

He is one of 10 Honorary Life Members of Northamptonshire Bowling Association. 

 

 

 

NIBA versus NWIBA at Rushden 5
th

 December, 2007. Result 

 

The Ladies of Northamptonshire Women’s Indoor Bowling Association met their male counterparts in a very keenly 

contested match on Wednesday, 5
th
 December, 2007, at Rushden IBC, and scored a very good victory by 5 shots on what 

was a most even contest.   Each county side won 3 rinks, with the final score being Northamptonshire Ladies 122 shots – 

Northamptonshire Gentlemen 117 shots.   Rink scores as follows: 

 

Rink 1.              Rink 2.     Rink 3. 

Ladies      Gentlemen           Ladies       Gentlemen  Ladies        Gentlemen 

Rhona Holland    Eric Wareing           Margaret Newport     Richard Holland Brenda Walker       Peter Woodhams 
Elaine Urquhart    Stan Alton           Marlene Court       Brian Robbins Eileen Waddington  Mick Pullen 

Sylvia Brown    Geoff Harris           Nancy Campbell        Doug Hatton Joyce Burns       Dave Garland 

Margaret Cave    Andy Purcell           Wilma Walker       John Lewis  Elsie Hatton       George Warren 

16 shots    20 shots           21 shots           32 shots  15 shots       23 shots 

 

 



Rink 4.     Rink 5.     Rink 6. 

Ladies      Gentlemen  Ladies     Gentlemen  Ladies     Gentlemen 

Eileen West    Eddie Pinder  Sheila Smart    Bryan Jones  Jean Crane    Mick Hall 

Eleanor Winters   Valerie Maycock Helen Jones    John Smith  Sue Prior    Peter Byworth 
Irene Scoble    Tony Fairmaner Val Blackwell    Brian Sherwood Pam Lewis   Wally Stoddard 

Irene Cross    Richard Somerton Jean Watts    Hubert Dickens Zoe Eisler    Frank Fair 

18 shots    15 shots  27 shots    14 shots  25 shots    13 shots 
 

 

DENNY CUP Kingsthorpe versus City of Ely IBC 8
th

 December, 2007 – Result 

 

What a tremendous result for Kingsthorpe in this EIBA National Inter-Club most prestigious championship for the Denny 

Cup when they beat the City of Ely IBC on the 8
th
 December, 2007, to reach the last 16 Clubs in the Country.  City of Ely 

were at full strength with their Internationals Greg Harlow, Nicky Brett and Andy Ware all playing, but Kingsthorpe were 

well up to the task, winning on 3 rinks, to score a 23 shot victory. 

Kingsthorpe started very well, leading by 14 shots after 5 ends and by 23 shots at the half-way stage, but Ely fought back 
scoring 18 shots without reply to reduce the deficit to just 5 shots at 15 ends.  Kingsthorpe, however, then went into 

overdrive and moved into a 22 shot lead over the next 3 ends, maintaining the advantage to the end.    

 
Final score was Kingsthorpe 95 shots – City of Ely 72 shots.  Rink scores, City of Ely skips only, as follows: 

 

At Kingsthorpe: Rink 1. Chris Maden, Colin Jones, Calvin Carpenter, Mick Sharpe 24 shots – Greg Harlow 20 

   Rink 2. Paul Maynard, Bob Care, Andrew Manton, Neil McKee 23 shots – Nicky Brett 19 shots 

At Ely:   Rink 3. Roger Tansley, Darren Lewis, Andrew Hunter, Jim McKee 29 shots – Andy Ware 10 shots 

   Rink 4. Jason Bryan, Colin Fowkes, Dick Mann, Vernon Gearey 19 shots – Andy Easy 23 shots 

 

Kingsthorpe now face Acle IBC, Norfolk, in the next round on the 5th January, 2008, and are on target to repeat their 

successes of 2007 when they reached the semi-finals, and in 2003 when they won the title. 
 

NWIBA Versus Leicestershire in the Midland Counties Championship – Result 

 

The Ladies of Northamptonshire Indoor Bowling Association played Leicestershire Ladies in the Midland Counties 

Championship for the ‘Marlindy Trophy’, on Saturday, 8th December, 2007, at Charnwood IBC, Loughborough, and came 

away having been beaten very soundly by 54 shots. 

The County had to make two changes due to the withdrawal on account of illness of Audrey Height, and non-availability of 

Joan Watts, with Pam Lewis of Rushden taking Audrey’s place as skip, and Elsie Hatton and Sylvia Brown coming in from 

the reserves.   This re-arranged rink then took the honours being the only winning rink in the match.  Final scores were 

Northamptonshire 104 – Leicestershire 158.  Rink scores, Leicestershire skips only, as follows: 
 

Rink 1.     Rink 2.     Rink 3. 

Chris Cooper, Wellingborough  Jane Maloy, Northampton  Delia Panther, Kettering 
Val Blackwell, Rushden   Sue Lomas, Desborough  Irene Scoble, Wellingborough 

Hilary Sharpe, Kingsthorpe  Pat Bax , Daventry   Wilma Walker, Desborough 

Brenda Bishop, Daventry  Sharon Tansley, Kingsthorpe  Jean Pownall-Davies, Daventry 

22 shots    21 shots    5 shots 

versus V Bailsford 23 shots  versus D Brown 28 shots  versus K Fudge 34 shots 

 

Rink 4.     Rink 5.     Rink 6. 

Rebecca Wigfield, Desborough  Barbara Hutt, Daventry   Eileen West, Rushden 

Barbara Astle, Kingsthorpe  Pat Symonds, Daventry   Elsie Hatton, Brackley 
Jean Flippance, Desborough  Vicki Rushall, Daventry   Sylvia Brown, Northampton 

Di Brumwell, Kingsthorpe  Margaret Cave, Rushden  Pam Lewis, Rushden 

15 shots    20 shots    21 shots 
versus R North 24 shots   versus M Battison 32 shots  versus M Toseland 17 shots 

 

 

 

 

 



YETTON TROPHY Northampton versus Kingsthorpe – Selected Teams 

 

Near neighbours Kingsthorpe and Northampton & District do battle in the EWIBA National prestigious Yetton Trophy 

competition on Thursday, 13
th
 December, 2007, in the last round before the Zone Final.  Announced teams as follows: 

 

Kingsthorpe:  At Home: June Stratford, Glenys Emery, Terri Hepburn, Diane Brumwell 

     Sally Row, Cynthia Cherry, Yvonne McKee, Barbara Astle 
   Away:  Val Simpson, Celia Morris, Jan Everson-Watts, Hilary Sharpe 

     Judy York, Ann Harrison, Tina Walker, Sharon Tansley 

 

Northampton:  At Home: Margaret Newport, Joan Maris, Shirley Digby, Jean Chesshire 

     Jean Crane, Pat Cherry, Marjorie Keal, Elizabeth Wittering 

   Away:  Linda Warren, Jane Maloy, Joyce Bedford, Diane Baggat 

     Pat Weston, Gloria Skelton, Sylvia Brown, Janet Swift 

    

   
 

YETTON PLATE Rushden versus Desborough – Selected Teams 

 
The EWIBA Yetton Plate competition for first round losers in the Yetton Trophy sees two County teams ready to do battle 

on Thursday, 13th December, 2007, Desborough IBC taking on Rushden IBC Ladies.    Teams as follows: 

 

Rushden:  At Home: Eileen West, Ann Lissack, Pam Lewis, Audrey Height 

     Sheila Smart, Barbara Hazeldine, Jackie Challen, Valerie Blackwell 

   Away:  Brenda Ellis, Pam Sallaway, Sheila Bonham, Enid Bone 

     Pam Holdaway, Valerie Maycock, Gill Ward, Margaret Cave  

Desborough:  At Home: Pauline Dean or Sheila Stimpson, Maureen Merry, Eleanor Winters, Barbara Dalby 

     Zoe Eisler, Jan Rudge, Margaret Collins, Jane Plumb 
   Away:  Pat Pickaver, Cathy Kyle, Wilma Walker, Ron Rudge 

     Rebecca Wigfield, Sue Lomas, Margaret Watts, Mary Stringer 

 

 

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS – RESULTS TO DATE 

 

LADIES 

 

Singles:  Marilyn Oram (Northampton) beat Pat Mattinson (Rushden) 

   Tina Burgess (Wellingborough) beat Brenda Bishop (Daventry) 21-16 
   Linda Warren (Northampton) beat Kerry Stanley (Northampton) 21-18 

   Jane Redfern (Rushden) beat Vicki Rushall (Daventry) 21-11 

 
Pairs:   Margaret Cave (Rushden) beat Sharon Hall (Desborough)  

   Brenda Bishop (Daventry) beat Linda Warren (Northampton) 

  

Triples:  Agnes Johnson (Wellingborough) beat Chris Cooper (Wellingborough) 

   Tina Burgess (Wellingborough) beat Marilyn Oram (Northampton) 

   Audrey Height (Rushden) beat Sally Row (Kingsthorpe) 

Fours:   Sharon Hall (Desborough) beat Agnes Johnson (Wellingborough) 

   Tina Burgess (Wellingborough) beat Margaret Silsby (Kettering) 

   Marilyn Oram (Northampton) beat Brenda Bishop (Daventry) 
   Sharon Tansley (Kingsthorpe) beat Sally Row (Kingsthorpe) 

Unbadged Pairs: Sharon Hall (Desborough) beat Linda Warren (Northampton) 

   Hilary Sharpe (Kingsthorpe) beat Diane Brumwell (Kingsthorpe) 
   Pat Mattinson (Rushden) beat Delia Panther (Kettering) 

   Brenda Bishop (Daventry) beat Pat Bax (Daventry) 

 
 

 

 



Over 50 Two Wood 

Triples:  Pat Bax (Daventry) beat Brenda Bishop (Daventry) 

   Diane Brumwell (Kingsthorpe) beat Irene Cross (Northampton) 

   Margaret Silsby (Kettering) beat Audrey Height (Rushden) 
   Marilyn Oram (Northampton) beat Sharon Tansley (Kingsthorpe) 

 

Champion of 
Champions:  Tina Burgess (Wellingborough) beat Jane Redfern (Rushden) 

   Sharon Hall (Desborough) beat Delia Panther (Kettering) 

   Marilyn Oram (Northampton) beat Brenda Bishop (Daventry) 

   Cathy Thompson (Lawson Park) beat Sally Row (Kingsthorpe) 

 

Under 25’s  Georgia White (Kingsthorpe) beat Jasmin Spear (Northampton) 

   Louise Harrington (Desborough) beat Kay White (Desborough) 

   Tia Mulligan (Desborough) beat Emma Love (Desborough) 

   Trudy Beard (Kingsthorpe) beat Louise Haladij (Northampton) 
   Anne-Marie Burman (Desborough) beat Amy Littler (Desborough) 

   Rebecca Wigfield (Desborough) beat Abigail Floodgate (Desborough) 

   Michelle Tansley (Kingsthorpe) beat Kirsty Gage (Desborough) 
   Hannah Biddle (Northampton) had a walk-over  

 

 

 

GENTLEMEN 

 

Pairs 

 

Round 3:  John Haines/David Flippance (Desborough) beat Robert & Steve Norman (Wellingborough) 26-18 
 

Triples 

 

Round 3: Robert White/Tony O’Leary/Ollie Kirkwood (Northampton) beat Matt Pownall/Ron 

Chambers/John Hall (Desborough) 19-14 

 Andrew Manton/Mick Sharpe/Neil McKee (Kingsthorpe) beat Brian Newton/Tony Warren/Dave 

Masters (Northampton) 29 – 16 

 Mark Corbyn (Wellingborough) beat Alan Dunkley (Brackley) 18-5 

 

Fours 

 

Round 3: Robert White/Tony O’Leary/Gordon Lockhart’Ollie Kirkwood (Northampton) beat Jason 

Bryan/Martin Gearey/Vernon Gearey/Jim McKee (Kingsthorpe) 21-20 after extra end. 
Round 4: Roger Tansley/Richard Mann/Andrew Hunter/Calvin Carpenter (Kingsthorpe) beat Malcolm 

Paul/Jason Hall/Peter Ward/David Flippance (Desborough 25-20 

 

Over 60 Singles 

 

Round 4: Mick Sharpe (Kingsthorpe) beat Roy Worthington (Wellingborough) 21-12 

 Dave Masters (Northampton) beat Terry James (Rushden) 21-16 

 

Over 50 Triples 

 

Round 4: Mick Corbyn/Alan Dempsey/Ron Plimmer (Rushden) beat Peter Morris/Colin Jones/Colin Fowkes 

(Kingsthorpe) 19-18 after extra end 
 Lindsay Drage/Malc Mattinson/Terry James (Rushden) beat Martin Underwood/Paul 

Munday/Barry Waterfield (Rushden) 16-15 

 
 

 

 



Father/Son 

 

Round 3: Neil McKee/Jim McKee (Kingsthorpe) beat Steve Lemon/Richard Lemon (Northampton) 22-13 

 Ian Bland/Chris Bland (Northampton) beat Graham Norman/Robert Norman (Wellingborough) 30-
14 

 

MIXED 

 

Pairs 

 

Round 5: Helena Norman/Robert Norman (Wellingborough) beat Marilyn Oram/Chris Bland (Northampton) 

27-14 

 Kerry Stanley/Alan Ramscar (Northampton) beat Natasha Burman/Ross Knox (Desborough) 23-15 

 

Fours 

 
Round 4: Joan Watts/Jackie Harrington/Alan Dunkley/Simon Walker (Brackley) beat Marilyn Oram/Joyce 

Porter/Dominic Graham/Chris Bland (Northampton) 19-15 

 Yvonne McKee/Sharon Tansley/Calvin Carpenter/Jim McKee (Kingsthorpe) beat Donna 
Williamson/Michelle Tansley/Darren Lewis/Vernon Gearey (Kingsthorpe) 21-5 

 

 

 

International Trial at Northampton 16
th

 December, 2007 – Information 

 

The International England Male Indoor Trial is being hosted by Northampton & District IBC on Sunday, 16th December, 

2008.  This is a great honour for the Club, and it draws the top indoor bowlers from across the country to play for a place in 

their national team later in the season. 
 

Northamptonshire has an interest in the trial through two of the County’s finest bowlers – Paul Broderick of 

Wellingborough, and Neil McKee of Kingsthorpe, and it is the hope of all supporters of bowls in our county that they both 

have a splendid Trial. 

 

Neil is playing at No 2 in a rink skipped by Andy Thompson of Cyphers IBC, Kent, and Paul is at 3 in a rink skipped by 

Mark Walton of Hornsea IBC, Yorkshire. 

 

Annual General Meeting of the NBA – News of Appointments 

 

The Annual General Meeting of Northamptonshire Bowling Association was held on Tuesday, 4th December, 2007, and the 

following appointments were made: 

 
President:   Harvey Fruish of Abington BC 

Senior Vice President:  Mike King, Wellingborough BC 

Junior Vice-President:  Tracy Nunn, Corby Forest BC 

 

 

The following will continue in their offices: 

 

Secretary:   Laurie Harrison, Earls Barton BC 

Match Secretary:  Geoff Hunt, Irchester BC 
Treasurer:   Stuart Lake, Wellingborough 

Competitions Secretary:  George Willmott, Irchester BC 

Competition Co-ordinators: North Area - Tracy Nunn, Corby Forest BC,  South Area - Ken Court, Brackley BC 
Press Officer:   John Church, MBE, Higham Ferrers BC 

Team Managers:  Senior Team - John Church, MBE 

    Under 25’s - Martin Cinato, Kettering Midland Band BC 
 

 

 



Appointment of Life Members of Northamptonshire Bowling Association. 

 

Life Members: 

 

Three members of the Association were appointed Life Members for their outstanding contribution to Bowls in the County. 

 

Reg Abbott, Kettering Athletic BC – Reg has involved himself in the administration of bowls for well over 30 years.  He 
is currently the Patron of the Honorary Vice-Presidents Association, was Match Secretary for 20 years, Assistant for a 

further 2 years, Fixture Secretary for 6 years, and a Life Member of the Vice-Presidents.   He was the County Chairman in 

1997. 

 

Terry James, Thrapston BC – Terry is a bowler who, although in his 70’s, still bowls at the highest level.  He has been a 

constant member of the County Middleton Cup Squad for the past 40 years, playing in 108 matches and being a member of 

the County Team which last lifted the Trophy in 1980.  He has also played in 118 Midland Counties matches for the County 

in a 42 years period.    Terry has won 22 County Titles, including the Singles 5 times, and has won 3 National Titles, and 

been either Finalist or Semi-Finalist in 4 other National competitions and was an International Trialist in1987, 1988, & 1991.    
He was County President in 1997. 

 

Paul Broderick, Wellingborough BC – Paul, although only 40 has put much of his life to date into bowls.  He has been an 
integral part of the County Squad for 20 years, having played in 71 Middleton Cup and 87 Midland Counties matches, and 

he has won 15 County titles, including the singles 4 times, and has won 5 National titles and been in the semi-finals of 5 

more.  He does not just play, however, he assists with the running of his club and is the 2007 President. 

 

 

 

CLUB NEWS AROUND THE COUNTY 

 

EVENTS 

 

Wellingborough IBC 

 

Following the fire towards the end of the last indoor season, the Club’s competitions were deferred until this season.  They 

have now been concluded, and the Club held a Presentation Evening at the Club on Saturday, 8th December, 2007.  The 

following were among the winners to receive their trophies: 

 

Men 

Singles: Winner – Paul Broderick R/Up – Darren Lyman 

Pairs:  Winners – Maurice Allen/Darren Lyman  R/Up – Peter Boulden/John Marlow 
Under 25: Winner – Michael Chester R/Up – Connor Cinato 

Triples: Winners – Bob Fuller/Michael Chester/Darren Lyman R/Up – Curtis Johnson/Connor Cinato/Martin 

Cinato 
Fours: Winners- Paul Coley/Jamie Walker/Martin Walker/Mick Cooper R/Up – Ryan Poulson/Richard 

Humphreys/John Chester/Andy Gorman 

 

Mixed 

Pairs: Winners - Karen Leveridge/Darren Lyman R/Up – Maureen McDonald/Maurice Allen 

Triples: Winners – Pam Reynolds/Graham Reynolds/Paul Broderick R/Up – Chris Cooper/Ted Patrick/John 

Cooper 

Fours: Winners – Jean Burgess/Jan Hunt/Jack Lyman/Darren Lyman R/Up – Helena Norman/Barbara 

Towell/Gary Ellis/Steve Norman 
 

 

Ladies  
Singles: Winner – Tina Burgess  R/Up – Chris Cooper 

Pairs: Winners – Pam Reynolds/Agnes Johnson 

Triples: Winners – Jean Burgess/Pam Reynolds/Agnes Johnson R/Up – Adrienne Box/Jo Bowdler/Diana Williams 
Fours: Winners – Adrienne Box/Doreen Abey/Barbara Brigstock/Maureen McDonald   R/Up – Margaret 

Tyler/Topsy Payne/Diana Williams/Helena Norman 

 



Desborough IBC 

 

The Famous Grouse Open Triples Tournament comes to its climax with the Finals being held at the Club on Sunday, 16
th
 

December, 2007 
 

12 Triples have qualified for the finals, coming from inside and outside the County, and play is to start at 10.0 a.m. 

 

Kingsthorpe IBC 

 

The Club holds its Annual Children’s Christmas Party on Sunday, 16
th
 December, 2007. 

 

Geddington & Newton BC 

 

Geddington and Newton BC held its Presentation Evening in the Village Hall on Friday, 7th December, 2007, when the 

Club’s competition winners received their trophies.    Margaret Green of the Breast Care Unit at Kettering General Hospital 

was an invited guest and she was given a cheque for £750.00p for the Unit, this having been raised by the Club during the 
season.   She was also pleased to present the awards to the winners and runners-up. 

 

Trophy winners were: 
 

Brian Cook Trophy: Linda Courtney-Deal/Mick Gibson/Bob Tingle 

Triples:  Pam Humphrey/Ken Sargent/Trish Basford 

2 Wood Pairs:  John Green/Linda Tomlinson 

4 Wood Pairs:  Wendy Pearson/Peter Wood 

2 Wood Singles: Trish Basford 

Ladies Champion: Linda Tomlinson 

Men’s Champion: Gareth Ogden 

Overall Club Champion: Matt Pownall. 
 

 

 

FIXTURES 

 

Kingsthorpe IBC 

 

13.12.07. Northamptonshire Police visit for a 6 rink men’s match at 2.15 p.m. 

15.12.07. Kingsthorpe visit Rushden IBC for a 6 rink men’s triples match at 2.30 p.m. 

 

Wellingborough Swanspool BC 

 

16.12.07. Swanspool members visit Bedford Borough IBC for a 6 rink mixed match at 2.30 p.m. 
 

Kettering Lodge IBC 

 

13.12.07. Desborough IBC visit for a 4 rink men’s match at 2.0 p.m. 

15.12.07. Midland Band BC visit for a 4 rink men’s match at 2.0 p.m. 

16.12.07 McAlpines BC visit for a 4 rink mixed match at 2.30 p.m. 

 

Rushden Town IBC 

 
13.12.07. Daventry IBC visit for a 6 rink mixed match at 2.30 p.m. 

15.12.07. Kingsthorpe IBC visit for a 6 rink men’s triples match at 2.30 p.m. 

16.12.07. Rushden visit Harborough & District IBC for a 6 rink triples mixed match at 2.30 p.m. 
16.12.07. The Club hosts an Under 25 Match between Northamptonshire and Nottinghamshire at 2.0 p.m. 

 

 
 

 

 



Desborough IBC 

 

12.12.07. The Northamptonshire Indoor Bowling Association men play the Midland Counties Indoor Bowling  

Association in a six rink match at 2.0 p.m. 

13.12.07. The Club’s men visit Kettering Lodge IBC for a 4 rink match at 2.0 p.m. 

13.12.07. Fleckney BC, Leicestershire visits for a 6 rink mixed match at 2.0 p.m. 

15.12.07. Rothwell Manor BC visits for a 6 rink mixed match at 2.0 p.m. 
17.12.07. Cold Ashby BC and Old Centralians BC visit for a ladies match at 2.0 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  

 

John G. Church, MBE – Bowls Press Officer 
 


