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MIDDLETON CUP TRIAL 3.5.08. – RESULTS 

 

Northamptonshire Bowling Association held the Middleton Cup Trial at Wellingborough BC, on Saturday, 3
rd
 May, 2008, 

for players nominated from Clubs within the County. 

 

A full match of 21 ends was played on 5 rinks, with 43 players on show, 6 of which played a half game each.  The weather 

was good for bowling warm and bright, with the green in good condition, giving the players an opportunity to show their 
skills for the assessors and team management. 

 

The players were divided into the ‘White’ Team and the ‘Red’ Team, although there was no particular significance in the 
result, the ‘Red’ Team won quite comfortably by 34 shots, winning 4 rinks and tying the fifth.  Scores as follows: 

 

Rink 1.           Rink 2. 

White Team   Red Team      White Team   Red Team 

Scott Johnson   Tony O’Leary      Graham Maddams  Stuart Cadd 

Callum Height   Adrian Harris      Jason Hall   Bernard Spreadbury 

Ollie Kirkwood   George Warren      Mick Worthington  Martin Geary 

Jonathan Brown   Phil Reeve      Chris Bland   Darren Childs 

21 shots   21 shots      15 shots   20 shots 
 

Rink 3.           Rink 4. 

White Team   Red Team      White Team   Red Team 
Malcolm Paul   Matthew Pownall     Steve Norman   Jeff Newitt 

Steve Bunker   Dominic Graham/Alan Coleman    Alan Ashby/Jamie Walker Carl Haines 

Mick Malins/Martin Walker Colin Fowkes      John Freeman   Richard Mann 
Neil Corbyn   John Haines      Vernon Gearey  Andrew Hunter 

13 shots   27 shots      15 shots   26 shots 

 

Rink 5 

White Team   Red Team 

Pat McAlwane   Michael Chester 

Mick Catlin   Nick Beirne 

Martin Cinato   Peter Letts 

Jim McKee   Mick Diggin    
19 shots   23 shots 

 

 

 

 



MIDDLETON CUP TRIAL MATCH 10.5.08. – SELECTED TEAM 

 

The following have been selected to play in a Trial Match against Oxfordshire, at Banbury Central BC, on Saturday, 10
th
 

May, 2008, commencing at 2.0 p.m.   Players to report at 1.15 p.m. 

 

Rink 1.     Rink 2.     Rink 3. 

Jamie Walker, West End  Richard Lemon, Express  Neil Rees, Wellingborough 

Alan Ashby, West End   Dominic Graham, Express  Richard Mann, Kingsthorpe 

John Freeman, Abington  Jonathan Brown, Abington  Mick Diggin, St Crispin 

Vernon Gearey, Kingsthorpe  Andrew Hunter, Kingsthorpe  Phil Reeve, Kingsthorpe 
 

Rink 4.     Rink 5.     Rink 6. 

Alun Withers, Desborough  Tony O’Leary, Abington  Malcolm Paul, Desborough 
Colin Fowkes, Kingsthorpe  Mick Malins, Irchester   Ray Castle, Express 

Chris Bland, Express   Roger Tansley, Kingsthorpe  Darren Childs, Thrapston 

John Haines, Desborough  Sam Wade, Kingsthorpe   Jim McKee, Kingsthorpe 

 

Reserves, who will each play half of the match:  

Jeff Newitt, Kingsthorpe  Alan Coleman, Abington  Carl Haines, Desborough 

George Warren, Corby S & L  Martin Walker, West End  Jason Hall, Wellingborough 

 

 

NORTHAMPTON WOMEN’S COUNTY BOWLING ASSOCIATION versus BERKSHIRE 9.5.08 

 

The following ladies of the Northampton Women’s County Bowling Association have been selected to represent the County 
in a friendly match against Berkshire Ladies on Friday, 9th May, 2008, at Woodley Park BC, at 1.30 p.m.  Travel by coach 

picking up at Kettering Athletic 10.0 a.m. Billing Road, Northampton 10.30 a.m. and Brackley 11.0 a.m. 

 

Rink 1.     Rink 2.     Rink 3. 

Brenice Willmott, Irchester  Agnes Johnson, Wellingborough Audrey Gardener, Kingsthorpe 

Elaine Urquhart, Brackley  Ina Layland, St Crispin   Valerie Blackwell, Rushden 

Eleanor Winters, Corby Forest  Pat Gayton, Swanspool   Margaret Cave, Rushden 

Di Brumwell, Kingsthorpe  Joan Bryan, Burton Latimer  Jean Pownall-Davies, Daventry 

 

Rink 4.     Rink 5.     Rink 6. 

Barbara Oliver, Kislingbury  Alison Northey, Earls Barton  Margaret Ruff, St. Crispin 

Rhona Holland, Daventry  Marlene Court, Brackley  Elsie Hatton, Brackley 

Beverley Manning, Kislingbury  Pat Symonds, Daventry   Jill Welch, Daventry 
Sharon Tansley, Kingsthorpe  Jean Bradley, Daventry   Barbara Hasledine, Finedon 

 

Travelling Reserves:  Sandra Mawson , Cogenhoe Wilma Walker, Corby Forest 

  

 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE UNDER 25’S TRIAL 

 

Under 25’s Team Manager,  Martin Cinato,  held a Trial for his players in preparation for the County Under 25’s Double 

Rink match with Hertfordshire to be played on Sunday, 18
th
 May, 2008, at Abington BC, Park Avenue South, Northampton, 

at 10.0 a.m. 

 

The following players were put through their paces: 
 

Jack Tobin, (Rushden), Matthew Wordingham  (Higham Ferrers), Ashley Linnell, Dominic Graham (both Express), 

Adam Brown  (Abington), Connor Cinato (Kettering Midland Band), Jamie Walker (West End),  

Matt Pownall (Geddington & Newton), Michael Chester, Scott Johnson, Curtis Johnson (all Wellingborough) 

Sam Gamble (Kettering Lodge), Robbie Gearey (PSL Roade), Will Hill (Desborough) Chris Wright.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



COUNTY COMPETITIONS PREVIEW 

 

County competitions get under way this week for both men and women, with the Fours for men starting on Wednesday 7
th
 

May, and that for the Ladies on Thursday, 8
th
 May.   Looking at the draws shows some  interesting early encounters in both 

with Marlene Court’s Four pitted against last year’s winners from Kingsthorpe skipped by Sharon Tansley and past winners 

from Rushden Audrey Height’s rink against that of Margaret McGillivray, Desborough.   

 

In the men’s Fours, last year’s winners entered by Colin Fowkes, are up against a rink from their own Club that of Mick 

Donohoe, so that will be closely fought, and last year’s runners-up, Jonathan Brown’s rink from Abington,  go to Whyte 

Melville to take on a rink entered by Neville Bodily. 
 

The Triples for women will start on the 19th May, and the draw in this discipline has put Sharon Tansley’s trio once more 

against Brackley, they having to play last year’s winners, Marlene Court again, with daughter Jackie Harrington and Jackie 
Grainge, whilst the runners-up last year, Sharon Hall, Desborough,  start their challenge against Sandra Rogers, Rothwell 

Cons. 

 

In the north area of the county the men’s triples starts on the 21st May, and last year’s winners from Wellingborough, 

entered by Neil Rees, has to play Roy Cave’s trio from Rushden Town. The men’s Triples starts a little later in the south 

area, with the first round on the 4
th
 June, and here the runners-up from last year, Mick Donohoe’s triple from Kingsthorpe, 

will be up against  Jonathan Brown, Abington. 

 

INTERNATIONAL TRIALS 

 

The Ladies England Trials are being held during the week-end 10/11th May, 2008, at New Lount BC, Leicestershire. 

The County has no representative in the Senior trial, but Michelle Tansley, Kingsthorpe BC, a regular Junior International is 
playing in the Junior trial on Sunday, 11th May.  She plays at No. 2 in a rink with Zoe Eagles (Yorkshire) leading, Kirsty 

Hembrow (Somerset) at No. 3, and skipped by Sian Gordon (Devon) 

 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE HONORARY VICE-PRESIDENTS ASSOCIATION NEWS 

 

11.5.08.  The Vice Presidents Association visits Three Spires BC, Coventry, for a 6 rink match against Coventry & 

District Bowling Association, at 2.30 p.m. 

13.5.08.  The Association visits Norwich BC for a 6 rink match against Norfolk Vice Presidents at 2.0 p.m. 

 

A reminder that the Harris Cup competition organised by the VP’s for rinks of 4 male members of the Association, playing 
at drawn venues in the County, is to be held on Wednesday, 18th June, 2008.  Venues are Abington BC; Kingsthorpe BC; 

Wellingborough BC; and Northampton West End BC.  The competition is a series of short matches played on a round robin 

basis, with the winners at each venue playing in the Finals, which will be held at West End BC.   Cost per rink is £30.00p 
which also includes a meal at lunch-time.  Any entry enquiries to Colin Wright, 119 Lutterworth Road, Northampton, Tel 

01604 633601 

 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE UNDER 25’S versus CORBY S & L 4
th
 May, 2008 – Result 

 

The County Under 25’s visited Stewarts & Lloyds BC, Corby, for a friendly match of 6 rinks and came away with a most 
impressive win by 13 shots overall.   A number of the young players were taking on new and responsible positions with the 

County team, and some excellent bowling from them saw 3 winning rinks and 1 tying, with Matthew Wordingham from 

Higham Ferrers BC, skipping fro the first time posting a 25 shot victory.  Final score was Northamptonshire Under 25’s  
117 shots – Corby S & L 104 shots.   Rink scores, S & L skips only, as follows: 

 

Rink 1.     Rink 2.     Rink 3. 
Adam Brown    Rebecca Wigfield   Connor Cinato 

Chris Gray    Chloe Wordingham   Tyler Richards 

Nathan Betts    Will Hill    Robbie Gearey 

Matt Wordingham v W Keeney  Ashley Linnell   v  K Naylor  Jamie Walker  v  H Cargill 

32 shots         7 shots  9 shots         18 shots  25 shots   10 shots 

Rink 4.     Rink 5.     Rink 6. 

Adam Pitfield    Trudy Beard    Jasmin Spear 

Jordan Hearn    William Walker    Danny Walker 

Aaron Bell    Emma Gray    Curtis Johnson 
Scott Johnson v  J King  Matt Pownall v  N Gibb  Chris Wright v  G Warren 

18 shots     17 shots  18 shots     18 shots  15 shots     34 shots 



 

CLUB NEWS AROUND THE COUNTY 

 

NORTH AREA (OF INTEREST MOSTLY TO EVENING TELEGRAPH READERS) 

 

Corby Forest BC 

 

10.5.08.  Members visit Abington BC for a 6 rink men’s match at 2.30 p.m. 

10.5.08.  Members visit Higham Ferrers BC for a 3 rink ladies match at 2.30 p.m. 

 

Desborough IBC Competitions  

 

More competition finals results: 
Open Pairs:  Ross Knox and Jane Fuller beat George Warren and Ken Sainsbury 

Open Triples:  Harry Coles/Martin White/Graham Southgate beat Marta Edsman/Tony Lomas/Ross Knox 

Open Fours:  Rebecca Wigfield/Richard Watts/Keith Howlett/Carl Wigfield beat Marta Edsman/Tony Lomas/ 

   Matt Pownall/Graham Southgate 

Junior Comps 

 

Singles:  Ross Knox beat Kirsty Gage 

U 13 Novice Singles: Matthew Toseland beat Cameron Knox 

U 10 Singles  Winner: Amy Wilson 
League:  Winners Will Hill and Abbi Floodgate 

Junior Pairs:  Aaron Mulligan/Tia Mulligan beat Cameron Knox/Sam Mulligan 

 

Earls Barton BC 

 

8.5.08.  Club Ladies hold their ‘Open Day’ at home at 2.0 p.m. 
10.5.08.  Kettering Midland Band BC visits for a 5 rink men’s match at 2.30 p.m. 

 

Geddington & Newton BC 

 

8.5.08.  Ise BC visits for a 4 rink men’s match at 6.30 p.m. 

10.5.08.  Irchester BC visits for a 4 rink ladies match at 2.30 p.m. 

10.5.08.  Members visit Kettering Lodge BC for a 5 rink men’s match at 2.30 p.m. 
11.5.08.  Burton Latimer BC visits for a 5 rink mixed match at 2.30 p.m. 

 

Higham Ferrers BC 

 

10.5.08.  Members visit Corby Forest BC for a 3 rink ladies match at 2.30 p.m. 

8.5.08.  Wellingborough BC visits for a 5 rink men’s match at 2.00pm 

11.5.08.  Irchester BC visits for a 5 rink mixed match at 2.30 p.m. 

 

Irchester BC 

 

8.5.08.  Kingsthorpe BC visits for a 3 rink ladies match at 6.30 p.m. 

10.5.08.  Members visit Geddington & Newton BC for a 4 rink ladies match at 2.30 p.m. 
10.5.08.  Cogenhoe BC visits for a 5 rink men’s match at 2.30 p.m. 

11.5.08.  Members visit Higham Ferrers for a 5 rink mixed match at 2.30 p.m. 

 

Ise BC 

 

8.5.08.  Members visit Geddington & Newton BC for a 4 rink men’s match at 6.30 p.m. 

10.5.08.  Members visit McAlpines BC for a 4 rink mixed match at 2.30 p.m. 

11.5.08.  Members visit Sheringham Morley BC, Norfolk, for a 6 rink triples match at 2.0 p.m. 

 



Kettering Lodge BC 

 

1.5.08.  Kettering Lodge men played a match away against Wellingborough and lost by 9 shots, the final score  

  being Kettering Lodge 73 shots – Wellingborough 82 shots 

3.5.08.  Kettering Lodge men played a match away at Westcotes BC, Leicester, and lost by 11 shots, the final score 

  being Kettering Lodge 72 shots – Westcotes 83 shots 

 

10.5.08.  Geddington & Newton BC visits for a 5 rink men’s match at 2.30 p.m. 

14.5.08.  Corby Grampian BC visits for a 4 rink ladies match at 2.30 p.m. 

Another ‘plug’ for the Club’s Gala Day on the 22
nd
 June, 2007.  This is for mixed rinks (2 men and 2 women) at a cost of 

£28.00p for the day per rink of 4.  Entries are welcomed by the Club, and enquiries should be directed to Linda Smith on 

01536 512723 

 

Stanwick BC 

 

8.5.08.  Woodsend BC visits for a 4 rink mixed match at 2.30 p.m. 

11.5.08.  Woodsend BC visits for a 4 rink mixed match at 2.30 p.m. 

 

Swanspool BC 

 

10.5.08.  Members visit Welland Park BC for a 4 rink mixed match at 2.30 p.m. 

 

Wellingborough BC  

 

Wellingborough’s Indoor competitions have been concluded with the following finals results: 
 

Men’s Singles:  Paul Broderick beat Mark Corbyn 

Men’s Pairs:  Darren Lyman & Maurice Allen beat Robert and Steven Norman 
Men’s Triples:  Paul Coley/Martin Walker/Mick Cooper beat Mark Corbyn/Brian Rees/Neil Corbyn 

Men’s Fours:  Tony Asher/Richard Souster/Darren Lyman/Paul Broderick beat Paul Coley/Bob Fuller/Martin 

   Walker/Mick Cooper 

Mixed Pairs:  Tina Burgess and Paul Broderick beat Maureen McDonald & Maurice Allen 

Mixed triples:  Helena Norman/Steve Norman/Robert Norman beat Alison Dring/Pat Gayton/Walt Winsor 

Mixed Fours:  Tina Burgess/Jean Burgess/Jack Lyman/Darren Lyman beat Phil Parry/Joyce George/Les Parry 

   Jonathan George 
Team Knock-out: Early League   Lancers beat Likely Lads 

   Late League     Jackpots beat Asbins 

Triples League: ‘Sponge Bob’ Team beat ‘Ladybirds’ Team 
 

Fixtures 

 

8.5.08.   Club members visit Higham Ferrers BC for a 5 rink men’s match at 2.30 p.m. 

8.5.08.   Members visit Kettering Conservatives BC for a 5 rink triples men’s match at 6.30 p.m. 

10.5.08.   Northampton West End BC visits for a men’s 6 rink match at 2.0 p.m. 
11.5.08.   The Club plays host to the County Ladies Association for a ‘Bonding Day’ at 10.0 a.m. 

13.5.08.   Abington BC visits for a 4 rink ladies match at 2.30 p.m. 

 

SOUTH AREA (OF INTEREST MOSTLY TO CHRONICLE & ECHO READERS) 

 

Abington BC 

 

8.5.08.  Members visit Whyte Melville BC for a 5 rink men’s match at 2.30 p.m. 

8.5.08.  Members visit Daventry Town BC for a 3 rink ladies match at 2.30 p.m. 

10.5.08.  Corby Forest BC visits for a 6 rink men’s match at 2.30 p.m. 

12.5.08.  Members visit Byfield BC for the 4 rinks  Monday Night Triples league match at 6.30 p.m. 

12.5.08.  Heyford BC visits for the 4 rinks Monday Night Triples League match at 6.30 p.m. 

13.5.08.  Wellingborough BC visits for a 4 rink ladies match at 2.30 p.m. 

 

 

 



Brackley BC 

 

10.5.08.  Northampton Express BC visits for a 5 rink men’s match at 2.30 p.m. 

14.5.08.  Byfield BC visits for a 4 rink triples ladies match at 6.15 p.m. 

 

Heyford BC 

 

30.4.08.  The Club Ladies played their opening match of the season at home to Daventry & District ladies and in 

atrocious weather conditions they lost by 5 shots. 

3.5.08.  In a mixed game against BBOB BC at home Heyford suffered a heavy defeat in a 5 rink mixed match, 
losing on all 5 rinks.   Scores, Heyford skips only, as follows:   Keith Clarke 17 shots – 28 shots; Peter Clues 10 shots – 15 

shots; Brian Jones 17 shots – 25 shots; Brian May 16 shots – 23 shots; and Tony Gough 9 shots – 27 shots.  Final score 

Heyford 69 shots – BBOB 118 shots. 
 

8.5.08.  Members visit Woodford Halse BC for a 4 rink mixed match at 6.30 p.m. 

10.5.08.  Members visit Daventry Tigers BC for a 4 rink mixed match at 3.0 p.m. 

 

Kislingbury BC 

 

4.5.08.  Kislingbury BC played Kingsthorpe ‘C’ team in the Bowls England National Double Rink competition and 

lost by 11 shots, although having one winning and one losing rink, the final score being Kislingbury 28 shots – Kingsthorpe 

‘C’ Team 39 shots.    Rinks scores, Kislingbury players only, as follows: 
 

 Roy Lewin/Barry Mills/Peter Saunders/John Dunn 18 shots – Kingsthorpe 15 shots 

 Allan Grocock/Dave Holton/Keith Crouch/Vic Graham 10 shots – Kingsthorpe 24 shots 

 

Northampton Express BC 

 
10.5.08.  Club Members visit Brackley for a 5 rink men’s match at 2.30 p.m. 

12.5.08.  The Club’s ‘A’ team plays PSL Roade at home in the Monday Night Triples League at 6.30 p.m. 

12.5.08.  The Club’s ‘B’ team visits Harpole BC for the Monday Night Triples League at 6.30 p.m. 

 

Northampton West End BC 

 

8.5.08.  Club members visit Bletchley St. Martin’s BC for a 6 rink mixed match at 2.30 p.m. 
10.5.08.  Club members visit Wellingborough for a 6 rink men’s match at 2.0 p.m. 

12.5.08.  The ‘A’ team visits St. Crispin in the Monday Night Triples league at 6.30 p.m. 

12.5.08.  The ‘B’ team plays at home to St. Crispin ‘B’ team in the Monday night triples league 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

John G. Church, MBE – Northamptonshire Bowls Press Officer 


