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30
th

 March, 2008.          PRESS REPORT 

 

 

NATIONAL INDOOR CHAMPIONSHIPS AT NOTTINGHAM IBC 

 

The third and last week of the National Indoor Championships jointly organised by the English Indoor Bowling Association 

and the English Women’s Indoor Bowling Association commences on Friday 4
th
 March, 2008, at Nottingham IBC, 

Bilborough, Nottingham, continuing through to Saturday, 12th April.   As might be expected of a Nationals Final week there is 

a large sprinkling of International players on show, including such household names as Greg Harlow, Steve Farish, Andy 

Thompson, Mervyn King, Jamie Chestney, Brett Morley, Mark Royal, Billy Jackson, and Nicky Brett. 
 

The County will be represented in four of the men’s events and one of the women’s, and first up will be the Wellingborough 

rink of Mark Corbyn, Neil Rees, Neil Corbyn and Paul Broderick who commence their challenge at 9.30 a.m. on Friday, 4
th
 

April, against a Pentney IBC, Kings Lynn, quartet of Roger Saxon, Paul Hunter, Keith Brand and Mick King. 

 

The Triples will follow on Sunday, 6
th
 April, when the Desborough trio of Malcolm Paul, Peter Ward and Dave Flippance will 

do battle with the Clarrie Dunbar IBC, Frome, triple of Andrew Colebrooke, Russell Francis, and current international player 

indoor and outdoor, Graham Shadwell. 

 
Paul Broderick is then back in action in the Pairs on Tuesday, 8th April, at 6.30 p.m., with his partner Neil Rees, when they 

play the Stanley IBC, Co Durham pair, of David Bolt and Dave Morgan. 

 
The men’s singles commences at 7.0 p.m. on Thursday, 7th April, and it is that man Paul Broderick again where the County’s 

hopes lie, in his match against Kieran Moss, of Margate IBC. 

 

The ladies of the County have just one representative qualified through this year with Sharon Hall, Desborough IBC 

competing as one of the last 16 in the National Champion of Champions competition and she commences her challenge on 

Friday, 11
th
 April, 2008, against Susan McClintock of Royal Tunbridge Wells IBC. 

 

EBYDS REGIONAL SCHOOL OF EXCELLENCE RUSHCLIFFE IBC NOTTINGHAM 30.3.08. 

 

Eight young players represented Northamptonshire in the Regional School of Excellence organised by the English Bowls 
Youth Development Scheme, held at Rushcliffe IBC, West Bridgford, Nottingham, on Sunday, 30th March, 2008.  These 

included the qualifiers from the County event held in January - Jasmin Spear (Northampton) and Jamie Walker, Callum 

Height, Curtis Johnson and Connor Cinato (all Wellingborough) plus Tia Mulligan (Desborough) and Matthew Cattell 

(Rushden) who were invited to take vacant places from other Counties allocations, plus on the day young Danny Walker, 

brother of Jamie, was pleased to play when a qualifier from another part of the Region failed to appear. 

 

The event has two sections, a Junior for under 15 years and a Senior for under 18 years, and it consisted of a number of skills 

exercises with points allocated, plus a round robin singles bowls competition. At the conclusion of the day our County was 

successful in having the Top Male player in the Senior Section – Jamie Walker, and the Top Boy in the Junior Section – 
Connor Cinato. 



 
The Annual National School of Excellence is scheduled for the 23rd November, 2008, at Northampton & District IBC, and it is 

hoped that our two winning Regional players will be invited to participate, when the National Organisers meet to consider the 

results from around the Country. 
 

Well done to all the participants, and congratulations to those who came out on top. 

  
 

NIBA MATCH VERSUS LONDON PARKS 27.3.08. – RESULT 

 

The gentlemen of Northamptonshire Indoor Bowling Association played a match against the London Parks Bowling 

Association at Northampton & District IBC on Thursday, 27th March, 2008, and triumphed by 33 shots, having 5 winning and 

3 losing rinks.  Final score Northamptonshire 172 shots – London Parks 139 shots.  Rink scores, London Parks skips only, as 

follows: 

 

Rink 1.     Rink 2.     Rink 3. 
Eric Wareing    Mick Pullen    Malcolm Tait 

Tony Fairmaner    Ted Summerton    Clyde Hulbert 

Keith Howlett    Brian Sherwood    Tony Warren 
Andy Purcell v  G Blackaller  Brian Jones v  C Hayley  Bernard Spreadbury v  G Dulieu 

19 shots     25 shots  25 shots     13 shots  24 shots             18 shots 

 

Rink 4.     Rink 5.     Rink 6. 

Brian Robbins    John Whiting    Eddie Pinder 

John Smith    Len Smith    Peter Byworth 

Martin Cinato    Stan Alton    Geoff Harris 

George Warren v  R Watson  Terry James v  A Donovan  Richard Somerton    v  A Baker 

33 shots     14 shots  14 shots     16 shots  20 shots             16 shots 
 

Rink 7.     Rink 8. 

Mick Hall    John Bramfitt 

Walter Stoddard   Mick York 

Tony Lane    Mick Weatherill 

Alic McKim v  D Cox  Stan Richardson   v M Harrison 

14 shots     16 shots  23 shots       21 shots 

 

NWIBA MATCH VERSUS OXFORDSHIRE 2.4.08. – SELECTED TEAM 

 

The following Ladies have been selected to represent the County in a match against Oxfordshire Ladies on Wednesday, 2nd 

April, 2008, at Oxford & District IBC.  Coach pick-up Kettering Athletic Club 11.0 a.m. Northampton & District IBC 11.30 

a.m. Brackley (Valley Rise) 12.15 p.m. 
 

Rink 1.     Rink 2.     Rink 3. 

Annie Scrimshaw, Daventry  Agnes Johnson, Wellingborough Pat Starsmore, Kettering 

Elsie Hatton, Brackley   Eleanor Winters, Desborough  Val Betts, Rushden 

Irene Scoble, Wellingborough  Marlene Court, Brackley  Joan Bryan, Kettering 

Joyce Porter, Northampton  Pam Lewis, Rushden   Pat Bax, Daventry 

 

Rink 4.     Rink 5.     Rink 6. 

Sue Fincham, Desborough  Marilyn Oram, Northampton  Audrey Gardener, Kingsthorpe 
Jane Smith, Desborough   Marianne White, Northampton  Sheila Stimpson, Desborough 

Wilma Walker, Desborough  Rhona Holland, Daventry  Jean Pownall-Davies, Daventry 

Brenda Bishop, Daventry  Valerie Blackwell, Rushden  Joan Watts, Brackley 
 

Travelling Reserves:  Vicki Rushall, Daventry     Pam Wills, Northampton Ann Woods, Northampton 

    Lillian Allen, Kettering 
Non-travelling Reserves: Shelia Bailey, Kettering  Barbara Hutt, Kingsthorpe 

 

 

 



 

NIBA MATCH VERSUS CAMBRIDGESHIRE 3.4.08. – SELECTED TEAM 

 

The following gentlemen have been selected to represent the County in a match against Cambridgeshire to be played on 
Thursday, 3rd April, 2008, at Wellingborough IBC commencing at 2.30 p.m. 

 

Rink 1.     Rink 2.     Rink 3. 
Eddie Pinder, Daventry   Len Smith, Desborough   Ted Summerton, Northampton 

John Smith, Kettering   Malcolm Tait, Kettering   Mick York, Desborough 

Tony Lane, Kingsthorpe   Water Stoddard, Kingsthorpe  Stan Richardson, Daventry 

Alic McKim, Desborough  Brian Jones, Daventry   Richard Somerton, Brackley 

 

Rink 4.     Rink 5.     Rink 6. 

Brian Diver, Desborough  Tony Essam, Desborough  Bob Barnard, Wellingborough 

Barry Scott, Daventry    Peter Woodhams, Rushden  Fred Wake, Daventry 

Tony Warren, Northampton  Keith Howlett, Desborough  Stan Alton, Daventry 
Andy Purcell, Desborough  Geoff Harris, Rushden   Terry James, Rushden 

 

Reserves: Mick Weatherill, Wellingborough Eric Wareing, Daventry  
  Dave Garland, Kingsthorpe  John Bramfitt, Northampton 

 

CAMBRIDGE CHESTERTON UNDER 18’S OPEN PAIRS CHAMPIONSHIP – RESULT   

 

The Annual Under 18 Open Pairs Tournament was held at Chesterton IBC, Cambridge on Easter Monday, attracting an entry 

of 16 pairs from Wellingborough, Desborough, Northampton, Kingsthorpe, Wisbech, St. Neots, and host club Chesterton to 

compete for the John Knight Cup. 

 

The event is staged in two Leagues of 8 pairs playing 4 sessions each of 1 hour or 8 ends each session, with the top 2 pairs in 
each group playing the semi-finals. 

 

Oliver Stewart and Chris Chapman of the host club, together with our County’s surprise ‘package’ of Danny Walker and 

Jasmin Spear, a Wellingborough/Northampton combination, qualified for the semi-finals, winning all of their group games,  

and in the other group the Shaun Marriott/Jamie Walker duo from Kingsthorpe and Wellingborough respectively, and the 

Connor Cinato/Callum Height pairing from Wellingborough, qualified for the semi-final. 

 

Connor and Callum played Oliver & Stewart in the first semi-final and at 5 ends it was close at 6-4, but taking a pick-up of 7 

shots the next end saw them cruise into the final. 

 
The other semi-final nearly caused a major upset, with Jamie having just returned from his exploits in the National Under 25 

singles event, finding that he and his partner Shaun were 1-7 down after 3 ends to his younger brother Danny and Jasmin. 

Some excellent bowls followed and at the end of the session the score was level at 7-7, so an extra end was required. This last 
end was a ding dong affair with the lead changing with almost each bowl delivered, but eventually Jamie played a perfect 

‘take out’ bowl to give him the shot required to take Shaun and himself into the Final. 

 

The Final was a little bit of an anti-climax after the excitement of the Semi-Final before it, and Connor and Callum, who was 

playing in the Tournament for the last time, won 12-1. 

 

A most successful day for the County young players with 3 pairs in the semi-finals.   A further success for Connor who 

previously won this event in 2006, and for Callum who won it in 2002 with his brother Daniel, and who was runner-up  

In 2005, 2006, and 2007. 
 

  

DARLINGTON TOP TEN OPEN TOURNAMENT – RESULT  

 

Darlington & District IBC, County Durham, organises a Top Ten Tournament for indoor clubs sponsored by ‘The Famous 

Grouse’, during the Easter Bank Holiday long week-end, and with £3000 prize money at stake, teams are drawn from a wide 
area to take part.  The format is that 16 clubs play in a format that is now becoming quite popular with each club providing a 

singles player, a pair, a triple, and a four, playing in two groups of 8 clubs each. 

 



Two Northamptonshire Clubs took part, Northampton & District and Desborough, with the following teams: 
Northampton: Singles – Phil Reeve Pairs – Robin Adams/Andy Smith Triples – Rob White/Tony 

O’Leary/Dominic Graham Fours – Chris Wright/Gordon Lockhart/Ollie Kirkwood/Chris Bland 

 
Desborough: Singles – Alun Withers Pairs – Ross Knox/Graham Southgate Triples – Malcolm Paul /Keith 

Howlett/Peter Ward Fours – Jim Diver/Malcolm Winckles/Martin Cinato/George Warren 

 
Neither County team achieved a great deal of success, although the Desborough Rink did manage to beat the eventual winners 

Stanley IBC 14 – 4  in their second match after dispatching Gateshead 17-5 in the first, and they narrowly lost to Long Sutton 

16-17 to put them in 3
rd
 position in the fours. Having dispatched Boston in their next match, the Desborough four had high 

hopes of topping the fours table, but a narrow loss to York took away that possibility.  The other disciplines had mixed 

fortunes, winning some and losing some, but perhaps the important win was when the Desborough Pair met and beat the 

Northampton rivals. 

 

Northampton had a most unsuccessful tournament, but it was nevertheless very much enjoyed by all the players.  Desborough 

finished in 5
th
 place overall. 

 

 

THOMASON TROPHY COMPETITION 29
TH

 MARCH, 2008 – RESULT 

 

The Annual Thomason Trophy competition, named after a former County President, the late Eric Thomason, was played on 

Saturday, 29
th
 March, 2008, between six rink teams of men from 7 of the County Indoor Clubs.  The format is that 3 rinks play 

at home and 3 rinks are drawn away, and this year saw a very close finish between Desborough IBC and Northampton & 

District IBC.     

Each Club had 5 winning rinks and 1 losing, but a substantial shots difference of plus 61 in favour of Desborough, compared 

with the plus 30 of Northampton, saw the former take the Trophy. Desborough’s overall score was 144 shots for to 83 shots 

against.  Northampton scored 146 shots to 116 against. 

 
Desborough Team Home: Malc Winckles/Tony Paul/Carl Wigfield/Graham Southgate 17 – Northampton 21 

    Jim McCamley/Will Hill/John Pickaver/John Hall 28 – Wellingborough 16 

    Jim Headington/Cameron Knox/Alec McKim/John Haines 29 – Daventry 6 

   Away: Malcolm Paul/Tony Essam/Alun Withers/Dave Flippance 25 – Rushden 18 

    Jim Diver/Matt Pownall/Jason Hall/Peter Ward 27 – Kingsthorpe 9 

    Roy Whitehead/Albert Wisken/Ron Chambers/George Warren 18 Kettering 13 

 

Northampton Team Home: Alan Littlemore/Peter Hoad/Keith Bonham/John Leggett 19 – K Hemmington(Rushden) 30 

    Rob White/Tony Stanley/Colin Dalgleish/Dominic Graham 28 – H Starsmore (Kettering) 19 

    Pete Cozens/Pete Maloy/Gordon Lockhart/Ollie Kirkwood 32 – R Horrell(Wellingborough) 17 
   Away: Chris Wright/Tony O’Leary’Reg Jones/Phil Reeve 26 – T Fuller (Daventry) 16 

    Terry Britten/Tony Warren/Laurie Harrison/Chris Bland 21 – G Southgate (Desborough) 17 

    Robin Adams/Will Parker/Richard Lemon/Alan Ramscar 23 – V Gearey (Kingsthorpe) 17 
    

 

COUNTY COMPETITION RESULTS 

 

LADIES. 

 

The Ivy and Horace Tarrant Trophy for competition by the ladies of County Clubs was played on Thursday, 20th March, 

and was won by Kingsthorpe IBC.   This event is played by 4 rinks from each Club with two playing at home and two away, 

and 6 of the County clubs entered. 
 

Daventry Ladies won 3 of their 4 matches and had a shots advantage of plus 16, but with a shots advantage of plus 21 

Kingsthorpe took the trophy, having also won 3 of their encounters. 

 

The Finals of the Ladies Singles and Pairs competitions were held at Rushden on Saturday, 29th March, 2008, with the 

following results: 
 

Singles: Margaret Watts (Desborough) beat Pat Mattinson (Rushden) 21-10 

 

Pairs:  Pam Reynolds & Agnes Johnson (Wellingborough) beat Pat Pickaver & Jean Flippance (Desborough) 18-15 



GENTLEMEN 

 

Pairs:  Colin Fowkes & Jim McKee (Kingsthorpe) beat Chris Bland & John Freeman (Northampton) 21 – 10 

 
Triples: Fred Wake/Mick Richardson/Doug Mitchell (Daventry) beat Chris Wright/Dominic Graham/Richard Lemon 

  (Northampton) 

  Andy Smith/Chris Bland/Alan Ramscar (Northampton) beat John Haines (Desborough) 22 - 14 

 

 

MIDDLETON CUP NOMINATED PLAYERS MEETING 2
ND

 APRIL, 2008. 

 

Just over 4 weeks to go before the outdoor season opens and in preparation for the forthcoming inter County Middleton Cup 

and the Midland Counties Bowling Association Championship of 2008, the Senior Team Manager for the County is holding a 

Players Meeting for all players nominated by their Clubs for consideration for selection for the Middleton Cup trial, and for 

selection for the matches to follow thereafter.    The Meeting is at 7.30 p.m. on Wednesday, 2nd April, 2008, at Abington BC, 

Park Avenue South, Northampton. 
 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE TROPHY 2
ND

 APRIL, 2008. 

 
The Northamptonshire Inter Club Triples Trophy is being held at various Clubs around the County on Wednesday 2nd April, 

2008.  This is for the ‘Leon Goad’ Triples Cup, donated in memory of the late Leon Goad who was a great supporter of 

County Indoor Bowling, and it will be played at Desborough IBC, Kettering IBC, Rushden IBC, and Wellingborough IBC 

commencing at 2.0 p.m. 

 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE VERSUS LEICESTERSHIRE IN MIDLAND COUNTIES CHAMPIONSHIP 

 

Northamptonshire Indoor Bowling Association face Leicestershire Bowling Association in the final match of the Midland 

Counties Indoor Championship, where the result could be crucial to the chances of Northamptonshire picking up the title. 
At present Leicestershire are 10 points behind the County, and this is the last match for both counties, so it is the crunch match. 

The Northamptonshire team to play Leicestershire on Sunday, 6th April, 2008, at Wellingborough IBC, commencing at 2.0 

p.m. is as follows:-  

players to report by 1.30 p.m. 

  

Rink 1.    Bob Fuller (Wellingborough), Carl Haines (Desborough) Richard Lemon (Northampton) Terry James (Rushden) 

Rink 2.    Robin Adams (Northampton) Mick Worthington (Daventry) Darren Lyman (Wellingborough) Maurice Allen 

(Wellingborough) 

Rink 3.    Simon Walker (Brackley), Richard Mann (Kingsthorpe), Vernon Gearey (Kingsthorpe), Jim McKee (Kingsthorpe) 

Rink 4.    Jamie Walker (Wellingborough), Martin Walker (Wellingborough), Calvin Carpenter (Kingsthorpe), Mick Sharpe 
(Kingsthorpe) 

Rink 5.    Dominic Graham (Northampton), Brian Rees (Wellingborough), Alun Withers (Desborough), John Haines 

(Desborough) 
Rink 6.    Brian Thomas (Desborough), Andy Smith (Northampton), Phil Reeve (Northampton), Chris Bland (Northampton) 

  

Reserves:    Andrew Hunter (Kingsthorpe), Colin Jones (Kingsthorpe), Jim Diver (Desborough) 

  

This match will decide who are the 2007/2008 Indoor Midland Counties Champions.  Presently Northamptonshire lead the 

table with 106 points, having played 6, won 5 and lost 1, and Leicestershire are in second place on 96 points, having won 4, 

drawn 1, and lost 1.     With 22 points at stake for the match a win, even by the smallest margin possible, i.e. One winning rink 

2 pts + 10 pts for the win, or a draw with the points shared, must be gained by Northamptonshire to be crowned Champions. 

 
 

NATIONAL FINALS HOSTED IN THE COUNTY 

 
Desborough IBC was honoured to stage the Finals of two National Inter Club competitions on Sunday, 30th March, 2008. 

 

The Egham Trophy is for mixed rinks, four on each side, and this year the Final was between North Walsham IBC, Norfolk, 
and Bournemouth IBC.  The Norfolk club won the title in 1999, but for their opponents it was their first time in the Final. 

 

North Walsham were comfortably victorious winning by 47 shots, the final score being N orth Walsham 86 – Bournemouth 

39. 



 
The Vivienne Trophy is for Ladies inter club competition, and is also of 4 rinks each club.  This year’s final was between 

Lincoln & District IBC and Egham IBC, Surrey.  Both Clubs have a strong competitive element and have won the trophy 

before, Lincoln in 2002, and Egham in 2005 and 2006.    
 

Egham made it three times by beating Lincoln 90 shots to 79 shots against. 

 

 CLUB NEWS AROUND THE COUNTY 

 

Stanwick BC 

 

Stanwick Bowls Club is holding an Open Evening at the Clubhouse in Partrick’s Lane, Stanwick, at 7.30 p.m. on Wednesday, 

9
th
 April, 2008.   This is an opportunity for members to meet pre-season, pay their very reasonable annual subscriptions 

(£18.00p per year for adults and £9.00p for juniors – must be about the best rates around the County!) to submit their 

competition entries, and generally meet up to prepare for the new season ahead. 

 
The Club has a very full fixture list of 60 matches throughout the season, starting with a home game against Islip on the 1st 

May, and new members will be made very welcome. 

 
An Open Afternoon has been arranged for Saturday, 10th May, from 2.0 p.m. to 5.0 p.m. when new bowlers can try their hand 

with tuition available to them, and all equipment provided.  There will also be refreshments available, and it is ALL FREE. 

 

Desborough IBC 

 

3.4.08. Irchester BC visits for a 6 rink mixed match at 2.0 pm. 

5.4.08. Barwell IBC, Leicestershire, visits for a 6 rink mixed match at 2.0 p.m. 

6.4.08. Rutland Tourists visit for a 6 rink mixed match at 2.0 p.m. 

7.4.08. Ladies Captain’s team plays the Ladies Vice-Captain’s team at 2.0 p.m. 
 

Swanspool BC 

 

5.4.08. Swanspool members visit Bridgman IBC for a 3 rink mixed match at 2.30 p.m. 

 

Kettering Lodge IBC 

 

3.4.08. Members visit Rushden IBC for a 6 rink mixed match at 2.30 p.m. 

5.4.08. Burton Latimer BC visits for a 4 rink men’s match at 2.0 p.m. 

7.4.08. Members visit Desborough IBC for a 6 rink ladies match at 2.0 p.m. 
8.4.08. Old Centralians visit for a 4 rink mixed match at 6.30 p.m. 

 

Kingsthorpe IBC 

 

3.4.08. Northampton & District IBC visit for a 6 rink men’s match at 2.15 p.m. 

5.4.08. Northampton Express BC visits for a 6 rink men’s match at 2.15 p.m. 

6.4.08. Foxhill IBC, Aylesbury, visits for a 6 rink mixed match at 2.30 p.m. 

 

Rushden IBC 

 

3.4.08. Kettering Lodge IBC visits for a 6 rink men’s triples match 

6.4.08. Brackley visits for a 3 rink mixed match at 2.15 p.m. 
 

Wellingborough IBC 

 
3.4.08. The Club hosts a County match between Northamptonshire and Cambridgeshire at 2.0pm 

5.4.08. Northampton District IBC visits for a 6 rink men’s match at 2.15 p.m. 

6.4.08.  The Club plays host to a Midland Counties Championship match between Northamptonshire and 
Leicestershire at 2.0 p.m. 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

John G. Church, MBE – Press Office Northamptonshire Bowls. 


