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NORTHAMPTONSHIRE MEN AT NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 

 

National Under 25 Singles 

 
As reported in my last week’s press report the Bowls England Men’s National Championships commenced on Saturday, 9th 

August, 2008, at Beach House Park, Worthing, with County interest on the first day centred on the Under 25 Singles event 

with the County Chantrey Vellacott DFK Champion Aaron Bell, Northampton Express, setting off first at 9.30 a.m. with a 
21-15 shots win against Dean Gibbons, Wantage BC, Berkshire, to take him into the second round.  Adam Hawkings, 

Abington, followed on at 11.45 a.m. in his first round match, losing 12-21 shots to Kieron Delaney, Iver Heath BC, Bucks .     

Aaron Bell played his second round match later the same morning and lost 14-21 to David Leighfield, Alderbury BC, 

Wiltshire. 

 

National Fours 

 

On Sunday 10th August, Mick Corbyn, Mark Betts, Tony Burns, and Roy Cave, the County Chantrey Vellacott DFK 

Winners of the Fours from Rushden Town BC went into battle against a rink from Buntingford BC, Hertfordshire skipped 
by Scot Wake in their early first round match, and as reported last week after a slow start the County men picked up a run of 

shots to threaten their opponents towards the end, but narrowly lost 18-21 shots. 

 
The County Fours runners-up, Alex Hamilton, Don Muskin, Alan Dunkley and Martin Gearey, of PSL Roade BC were in 

action on Monday morning 11th August, 2008, against a rink from Holt BC, Wiltshire, skipped by Justin Davis, and 

unfortunately did not get their game together, losing 7-23 shots. 

 

National Triples – THE COUNTY HAS A NATIONAL CHAMPION TRIPLE 

 

Thursday, 14th August, 2008, saw the commencement of the National Triples in quite atrocious conditions of heavy rain and 

wind, and the County’s Chantrey Vellacott DFK Champions, Neil Rees, Darren Lyman and Paul Broderick, 

Wellingborough BC were in action against a triple from Frampton-on-Severn BC, Gloucestershire, skipped by Tom 

Griffiths.   Unfortunately they were not on their best form and went under 11-20 shots. 
 

For the County Runners-up, Richard Mann, Roger Tansley and Vernon Gearey, Kingsthorpe BC, Northampton, it was a 

very different story, playing in the same awful conditions, so heavy was the rain that their rink became flooded and play was 

suspended for a while in their match against a triple from Rookery BC, Suffolk, skipped by Carl Finbow.   The conditions 

did not put off the Kingsthorpe players for they won 16-13 shots, and thus started a magical run of matches spread over 3 

days, which culminated in winning the National Triples title. 

 

Their second round match saw them comfortably through 18-8 shots against a triple from Princes Risborough BC, 

Buckinghamshire skipped by Trevor Room, which took them the following morning to a third round match against near 
neighbours and rivals from Belvedere BC, Peterborough, comprising Trevor Collins, Tristan Morton and Martin Durber, 



which, apart from one end where the Hunts men were able to pick up a count of 5 shots, they were never seriously 
threatened and ran out winners 21-12 shots to make it to the Quarter Finals, which for Vernon Gearey was the second time 

in successive years he had reached the last eight in a national championship having done so in the pairs last year. 

 
The Quarter Final the same day saw them pitted against a very strong Durham Triple from Darlington Railway Athletic BC 

skipped by Andrew Kirtland who had experienced National Finals in the past, and this match was full of good bowls mixed 

with a bit of good fortune for the County Triple.  On one end Kirtland in going for a ‘take out’ shot unfortunately saw the 
jack sail into the ditch to give the County men 4 shots, and on the 10th end with the score at 16-7 when 4 or 5 shots down 

Vernon, with his last bowl had a very fortunate couple of ‘wicks’ to drop in for shot.    There was no luck, however, in the 

last end of the match when the Kingsthorpe players drew superbly on a full length to collect 5 shots and a win 23-12. 

 

On Saturday, 16th August, 2008, in ‘proper bowling weather’ very warm and sunny, the semi-finals saw an Essex Triple 

facing one from Lancashire and the Kingsthorpe Triple playing the Wiltshire Triple of Tom Walkley, Hedley Bowen and 

David Snell from Wootton Bassett BC.  The County men were on their top form, playing superb bowls and they were never 

seriously threatened, so well did they all bowl, and whenever he was in trouble with his opposing skip playing very well 

indeed, Vernon was able to pull out a massive bowl to take shot, and the match went their way 24-13 shots. 
 

The Final played the same afternoon in continuing bright sunshine, saw Richard, Roger and Vernon pitted against the Essex 

Triple of Lee Chaplin, Kevin Maguire and John Tully, Elm Park BC, Hornchurch, they having defeated the Lancashire men 
well in their earlier semi-final.    What a marvellous exhibition of competitive and skilful bowls the many supporters of both 

triples, including their wives and children, were to witness.   The Kingsthorpe trio struck first posting 4 shots on the board 

before any reply, but once Tully’s trio got going they gradually reduced their deficit until at 10 ends the scores were level at 

6 shots each.  

 

The County men managed to get a 4 shot lead by the 14
th
 end but this was quickly changed by the end of the 16

th
 to a deficit 

of 1 shot at 11-12, which set up a tremendous last two ends to the match.    A score of 2 shots gave Vernon’s colleagues a 1 

shot lead to take into the last end, which at one stage threatened not to be enough.    All players on show played some 

brilliant bowls to see the advantage move from one to the other in a very tight head, until Vernon came to the very last bowl 
of the match facing a definite one shot down just inches from the jack, and possibly two, and as cool as he had been 

throughout this championship he drew the shot to win the title.    

 

It was Vernon’s birthday, so what a present to remember, and as soon as the cheering had died down all the local supporters 

sang the traditional ‘Happy Birthday’ to him to great applause around the green. 

 

The last time a County Triple won this Championship was in 1969 when accomplished by Rushden Town BC, although 

Kingsthorpe came close in 1982 and Kettering Lodge BC likewise in 1984 when they were both runners-up. 

 

Richard, Roger and Vernon will now represent England at the British Isles Championships in 2009, to be held at Belmont 
BC, Belfast, from 23rd to 28th June. 

 

MANY CONGRATULATIONS TO THESE WINNERS – THE COUNTY IS VERY PROUD OF THEM 

 

  

 

NATIONAL MIXED FOURS 

 

The National Mixed Fours competition last 16 began the final stages on Saturday, 16
th
 August, 2008, in warm sunny 

conditions, and the County had the interest of a past winning rink once more carrying their hopes. 

 

Tina Burgess, Wellingborough; Karen Leveridge, Irchester; Darren Lyman, Wellingborough, with skip Paul Broderick, also 
Wellingborough, were paying their third visit in 4 years to these finals, having won the title in 2005, and been semi-finalists 

in 2006. 

 
In their first match they faced the Lancashire rink from Bolton BC skipped by David Lockhart, and they cruised with no 

problems to the Quarter Finals winning 27 – 12 shots.  

 
Their Quarter Finals opponents were from the Hampshire clubs of Swanmoor; Southbourne; and Boscombe Cliff, skipped 

by Chris Daniels, and they won this encounter by the same margin as their first, by taking it 26 – 11 shots, thus proceeding 

to the Semi-Finals on Sunday, 17
th
 August, 2008. 

 



The semi-final played in glorious sunshine on Sunday morning saw them pitted against the Essex four of Sirikan Holmes, 
Romford BC; Val Chaney, Rainham BC; Steve Mitchison, Romford BC and James Holmes, also Romford BC. The Essex 

quartet started the game the better, having a 5 shot lead at the 5
th
 end mark, and that lead was increased to 8 shots at 10 ends. 

Despite the County four sticking to their task onj what appeared to be quite a tricky rink, they could only make a temporary 
inroad into the deficit being just 4 shots adrift by the 17th end.   The next end saw the Essex skip move the jack out of the 

head to pick up a count of 4, and on the very next end a count of 3 against them lead to the Wellingborough/Irchester 

combination conceding, the score being 12 – 23 shots. 
 

Another good performance by the County Four in reaching the Semi-Final once again. 

 

  

 

NATIONAL PAIRS 

 

Monday, 18th August, 2008, sees the start of the Pairs Championship at Worthing, with the Chantrey Vellacott DFK County 

Champions, Neil Rees & Paul Broderick of Wellingborough BC playing a first round match against Clive Black and Andy 
Kirtland, Darlington Railway Athletic BC, Durham, and the runners-up, Sam Wade and Phil Reeve, Kingsthorpe against Ian 

Honnor and Chris Young, of Weybridge BC, Surrey.  On paper the Kingsthorpe pair has the toughest task as their opponents 

are both England International players, but the bigger they are the harder they fall and Wade and Reeve certainly have the 
confidence to overturn the odds. 

 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE VICE PRESIDENTS NEWS 

 

The Northamptonshire Vice-Presidents Association entertained their VP colleagues from Cambridgeshire at Kettering 

Lodge BC on Wednesday, 13
th
 August, 2008, and on a very wet afternoon managed to just take the game by 3 shots. So bad 

were the conditions that the match was curtailed to 18 ends per rink. 

Final score was Northamptonshire VP’s 92 shots – Cambridgeshire VP’s 89 shots.  The  match was set at 4 full rinks and 2 

triples,  and the rink details, Cambridgeshire skips only, is as follows: 
 

Rink 1.     Rink 2.     Rink 3. 

Graham Cashmore   Len Smith    Mick Garley 

Peter Barritt    Geoff Care    Harry Bell 

Brian Langton    Derek Essam    Tony Coles 

Tony Buckmaster  v  R Peyton  Peter Wood v  I McRae  Keith Forbes v  D Northrup 

18 shots          14 shots  11 shots     14 shots  17 shots     16 shots 

 

Rink 4.     Rink 5.     Rink 6. 

Peter Woodhams   Trevor Tilley    Ken Friend 
Brian Audis    Colin Incles    Rita Bell 

Walter Stoddard   v  D Thompson David Williamson  v  P Dodds  Martin McKeown 

14 shots         15 shots  13 shots           17 shots  Ollie Pearson v  R Vincent 
          19 shots     13 shots  

 

Next matches: 20.8.08.  Leicestershire VP’s at Hart of Fleckney BC 2.30 p.m. 

  31.8.08.  Oxfordshire VP’s at Abington BC 2.30 p.m.  

 

NORTHAMPTON WOMEN’S COUNTY BA versus BEDFORDSHIRE BA 13.8.08.  – RESULT 

 

The Ladies of Northampton Women’s County Bowling Association played their counterparts from Bedfordshire in a 

friendly match at Northampton West End BC on Wednesday, 13
th
 August, 2008, and came off second best by 31 shots, 

winning just one and tying another from the 6 rinks played. 

 

The final score was Northamptonshire 85 shots – Bedfordshire 116 shots.  Rink scores, Beds skips only, as follows: 
 

Rink 1.     Rink 2.     Rink 3. 

Vicki Rushall    Alison Dring    Sally Row 
Val Rowson    Annette Norris    Elsie Hatton 

Wilma Walker    Pat Mattinson    Pat Gayton 

Bev Manning v  A Tilley  Di Brumwell v  J Crapper  Heather Lack v  V Sale 

8 shots      29 shots  17 shots     23 shots  8 shots      18 shots 



 

Rink 4.     Rink 5.     Rink 6. 

Agnes Johnson    Cynthia Cherry    Margaret Ruff 

Marianne White    Elaine Urquhart    Betty Tilley 
Yvonne McKee    Rhona Holland    Barbara Oliver 

Phyll Hallam v  J Hirst  Barbara Haseldine  v  A Brooks  Brenda Bishop v  D Litchfield 

18 shots     18 shots  17 shots           19 shots  17 shots     9 shots 
 

 

 

 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE MEN versus CAMBRIDGESHIRE BA 26
TH

 August, 2008 – SELECTED TEAM 

 

The following gentlemen of the Jackson Grundy Northamptonshire Bowling Association have been selected to play in a 

friendly match against their counterparts from Cambridgeshire, at Thrapston BC on Tuesday, 26th August, 2008, 

commencing at 2.0 p.m. 
 

Rink 1.     Rink 2.     Rink 3. 

Mick Tate, Thrapston   Bill Foster, Daventry Tigers  John Ruff, Executive 
Mick Galloway, Thrapston  Mick Pullen, Irchester   Bill Kendall, Wootton Grange 

David Bailey, Thrapston  Derek Brewer, Daventry Tigers  Tony Coles, Geddington & Newton 

Terry James, Thrapston   Doug Ainsworth, Bugbrooke  Geoff Harris, Higham Ferrers 

 

Rink 4.     Rink 5.     Rink 6. 

Bob Tingle, Geddington & Newton Brian Robbins, Daventry Tigers  Martin Horsham, Brackley 

John Scudder, Daventry Tigers  Eric Wareing, Daventry & District Tony Fairmaner, Kettering Lodge 

Geoff Vincent, Bugbrooke  Bill Humphries, West Haddon  Harvey Fruish, President 

Mike King, Sen Vice-President  Richard Somerton, Executive  Geoff Hunt, Executive 
 

Travelling Reserves: Bill Russell, Bugbrooke  Robin Frost, Bugbrooke  Malcolm Tait, McAlpine 

 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNTY LEAGUE 

 

The County League latest result played on Sunday, 17
th
 August, 2008, between Corby Forest BC and Rushden Town BC 

Saw a win for Corby Forest on two rinks and an overall shots advantage of 4 shots with the final score Corby Forest 50 

shots – Rushden Town 46 shots.    Details as follows, Corby names first: 

 

Rink 1. D Collins/J Collins/A Rudge/T Nunn beat B Bonham/R Barker/B Marriott/T Burns 17-9 
Rink 2. A Harper/P Melville/T Gallagher/S Melville beat A Harper/T Lewis/B Bass/B Waterfield 19-18 

Rink 3. D Incles/A Melville/J Thomson/J Watt lost to P Munday/M Betts/R Matthews/R Cave 14-19 

 
The semi-finals of the County League will be at Wellingborough BC on Sunday, 14th September, 2008, when Corby Forest 

BC will play Corby Stewarts & Lloyds, and Desborough will play Thrapston. 

 

 

CLUB NEWS AROUND THE COUNTY 

 

NORTH AREA,  MOSTLY OF INTEREST TO EVENING TELEGRAPH READERS 

 

Corby Forest BC 

 

23.8.08.  The Club holds its President’s Day 

23.8.08.  Members visit Finedon BC for a ladies match at 2.30 p.m. 
 

Desborough Town BC 

 
20.8.08.  Members visit Rothwell Manor BC for a ladies match at 2.30 p.m. 

21.8.08.  Wellingborough BC visits for a men’s match at 2.30 p.m. 

23.8.08.  Members visit Wellingborough BC for a men’s match at 2.30 p.m. 

 



Earls Barton BC 

 

16.8.08.  The Club entertained Kettering Lodge BC to a return men’s fixture at home hoping to avenge the defeat on 

  the 14
th
 June, 2008, and how they did so.   A massive reversal of the 25 shots defeat in June was the  

  outcome with a 52 shot victory this time.  Final score being Earls Barton 99 shots – Kettering Lodge BC  

  47 shots. Details as follows, Earls Barton names first: 

  Trevor Lane/Pat Bassford/Bob Frost/Terry Williams beat John Smith/J Beal/Alan Simms/Derek Cooper 22-
  11 

  Steve Jepson/George Blackwell/Jimmy Johnson/Phil Miller beat C Attwood/John Everitt/Richard  

  Price/Herbert Starsmore 33-6 

  James Butts/Mick Griffin/Laurie Harrison/Brian Tipler beat John Haris/Barry Grant/Adrian Harris/Andy  

  Cooper 26-10 

  Dick Howell/Brian Bailey/Derek Essam/Alan Jeyes lost to Sam Gamble/Tony Shardlow/Andy Panther/ 

  David Smith 18-20 

 

21.8.08.  The Club ladies play the men at 6.30 p.m. 
23.8.08.  The Club Captain’s team plays the Club President’s team at 2.30 p.m. 

26.8.08.  Kislingbury BC visits for a ladies match at 2.30 p.m. 

 

Geddington & Newton BC 

 

22.8.08.  The Club members embark on their Bank Holiday week-end Tour to Eastbourne, playing as follows: 

23.8.08.  Gildredge Park BC, playing a 12 rink mixed match 

24.8.08.  Eastbourne BC, playing a 12 rink mixed match 

25.8.08.  Chelmsford BC and RHP(Chelmsford) BC,  playing a 6 rink mixed match at each club. 

 

Higham Ferrers Town BC 

 
21.8.08.  Old Grammarians BC visits for a mixed match at 6.30 p.m. 

23.8.08.  Irthlingborough Church Institute BC visits for a mixed match at 2.30 p.m. 

26.8.08.  Members visit Rushden Town BC for a ladies match at 6.30 p.m. 

 

Irchester BC 

 

21.8.08.  Thrapston BC visits for a men’s match at 6.30 p.m. 

23.8.08.  Members visit Ise BC for a mixed match at 2.30 p.m. 

23.8.08.  Members visit Oundle BC for a men’s match at 2.30 p.m. 

24.8.08.  Members visit Cogenhoe BC for a mixed match at 2.30 p.m. 
 

Ise BC, Kettering 

 

21.8.08.  Kettering Conservatives BC visits for a mixed match at 6.30 p.m. 

23.8.08.  Irchester BC visits for a mixed match at 2.30 p.m. 

 

Kettering Lodge BC 

 

19.8.08.  Ladies Vice Captain’s team plays the men’s Vice Captain’s team at 6.0 p.m. 

21.8.08.  Kettering Midland Band BC visits for a men’s match at 6.30 p.m. 

23.8.08.  Members visit Kislingbury BC for a men’s match at 2.30 p.m. 

 

McAlpine BC, Kettering 

 

21.8.08.  Members visit Mears Ashby Royal British Legion BC for a mixed match at 2.30 p.m. 
23.8.08.  Stanwick BC visits for a mixed match at 2.30 p.m. 

 

Rushden Town BC 

 

21.8.08.  Members visit Bedford Borough BC for a men’s match at 2.30 p.m. 

23.8.08.  Members visit Nuneaton BC for a men’s match at 2.30 p.m. 

26.8.08.  Higham Ferrers BC visits for a ladies match at 6.30 p.m. 



 

Stanwick BC 

 

19.8.08.  Mears Ashby BC visits for a mixed match at 2.30 p.m. 
23.8.08.  Members visit McAlpine BC for a mixed match at 2.30 p.m. 

26.8.08.  Swanspool Senior Citizens visit for a mixed match at 2.30 p.m. 

 

Swanspool BC 

 

24.8.08.  Members visit Hunstanton BC for a mixed match at 2.30 p.m. 

 

Wellingborough BC 

 

20.8.08.  The Club hosts a match between Northants Masonic & London Masonic BA at 2.0 p.m. 

20.8.08.  Burton Latimer BC visits for a mixed match at 6.30 p.m. 

21.8.08.  Members visit Desborough BC for a men’s match at 2.30 p.m. 
23.8.08.  Desborough BC visits for a men’s match at 2.30 p.m. 

23.8.08.  Members visit Northampton West End BC for a men’s match at 2.30 p.m. 

25.8.08.  Essex Tourists visit for a match at 2.0 p.m. 
26.8.08.  The Club hosts Northants VP’s versus Cambridgeshire VP’s at 2.0 p.m. 

26.8.08.  Members visit PSL Roade BC for a ladies match at 2.30 p.m. 

26.8.08.  Members visit Corby Forest BC for a ladies match at 2.30 p.m. 

 

28th to 31st  August, 2008, the Club’s Men’s Tour to Folkestone takes place. 

 

SOUTH AREA, MOSTLY OF INTEREST TO CHRONICLE & ECHO READERS 

 

Abington BC 

 

21.8.08.  The Ladies play the Gentlemen at 2.30 p.m. 

23.8.08.  Members visit Kingsthorpe BC for a men’s match at 2.30 p.m. 

26.8.08.  The Club holds its ladies President’s and Captains Day at 2.30 p.m. 

 

Brackley BC 

 

21.8.08.  Burma Star BA visits for a mixed match at 2.0 p.m. 

 

Cold Ashby BC 

 

24.8.08.  Whyte Melville BC visits for a mixed match at 2.30 p.m. 

 

Heyford BC 

 

21.8.08.  Woodford Halse BC visits for a mixed match at 6.30 p.m. 

24.8.08.  Carlsberg BC visits for a mixed match at 3.0 p.m. 

27.8.08.  Byfield BC visits for a ladies match at 6.15 p.m. 

 

Northampton Express BC 

 

23.8.08.  Whyte Melville BC visits for a men’s match at 2.30 p.m. 
 

Northampton West End BC 

 
21.8.08.  Northamptonshire Police BC visits for the Annual ‘Gus Dowdy Salver’ match at 2.30 p.m. 

23.8.08.  Wellingborough BC visits for a men’s match at 2.30 p.m. 

26.8.08.  Members visit Daventry Town BC for a ladies match at 6.30 p.m. 

 
 

John G. Church, MBE – Northamptonshire Bowls Press Officer    


