
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE BOWLS NEWS REPORTS 

 
  
Northamptonshire    Northampton Women’s  Northamptonshire                Northamptonshire Women’s 
Bowling    County Bowling   Indoor Bowling         Indoor Bowling 
Association   Association   Association         Association 
Secretary:   Secretary:   Secretary:         Secretary: 
Laurie Harrison, Esq.   Mrs Jan Hunt   Brian Sherwood, Esq.           Mrs.Pauline Capon 
1b, Newport Pagnell Road,  61, Batsmans Drive, Rushden,  14, Loseby Close, Rushden,        61, Fuller Road, Moulton, 

Hardingstone. NN4 6ER  Northants. NN10 6EW  Northants. NN10 9HT         Northants. NN3 7RA 

Tel: 01604 661785    Tel: 01933 410182   Tel:  01933 312976         Tel: 01604 647038 
 

 

PRESS OFFICER 

John G Church, Esq. MBE, 

2, Tollbar, Rushden 

Northants. NN10 6DP 

Tel. 01933 356572 or Mob. 07790672331 

E mail: johnchurchtollbar@tiscali.co.uk 

 

 

 

17
th
 February, 2008.          PRESS REPORT 

 

 

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP FINALS AT NORTHAMPTON 16
th
 – 23

rd
 February, 2008. 

 

The National Championships for seven of the bowls disciplines was opened at Northampton & District Indoor Bowling 
Club on Saturday, 16th February, 2008, by the Mayor of Northampton. David Masters, President of Northampton & District 

IBC welcomed everyone to the event, and handed over the facilities to the President of the English Indoor Bowling 

Association, John Hornby from Hertfordshire who was supported by the Senior Deputy President Geoff Day from Suffolk, 
and the Junior Deputy President John Clipston from Kingsthorpe IBC, Northamptonshire. 

 

After declaring the Championships Open, the Mayor bowled the traditional opening bowl, and the first event, the 1
st
 round 

of the Mixed Pairs for the last 32 in the country got under way. 

 

This discipline contained many international players, either junior or senior, including Suzanne & Mervyn King (Gallow 

IBC, Norfolk), Ellen Falkner & Nicky Brett (City of Ely IBC) Pam Garden & Steve Tuohy (Egham IBC, Surrey) Mark 

Walton (Hornsea IBC, Yorkshire) and our own County man Paul Broderick (Wellingborough IBC), who with his partner 

Tina Burgess were hoping to achieve indoors what they did last outdoor season, and take the Mixed Pairs National title. 
 

 The first round saw all the ‘fancied’ players going through to the last 16 apart from the Egham duo who having snatched 

the required 5 shots to tie their match against the Croydon duo skipped by Alistair Howick, lost the extra end to go out. 
 

Paul and Tina had a relatively comfortable passage through to the last 16, winning 24 shots to 14 shots at 19 ends with their 

opponents Julie & Glenn Skipp of Hartlepool conceding defeat. 

 

The following afternoon, Sunday, 17th February, saw Tina and Paul doing battle against Sandy Pullin and Peter Hobday 

(Victory IBC, Portsmouth) and with a score of 11 shots for to just 1 in reply after 8 ends they appeared quite comfortable. 

Bowls, however, is not quite so straightforward for on the next end the Victory pair picked up a score of 6 shots to very 

quickly get to within striking distance.  That score seemed to give them a bit of a jolt for over the next 5 ends following 

some excellent bowling Paul and Tina picked up 11 shots without reply to go 15 ahead.  Then followed some very tight 

heads, and some determined heavy bowls which ‘killed’ 6 ends before finally with time almost run out for the Victory pair, 
they conceded with 3 ends still to play, and no time to complete them, Tina and Paul were victorious by 25 shots to 14 shots 

against.      They now face a near neighbour Stuart Thomas and his partner Barbara Lewis from Barwell IBC in the Quarter 

Finals to be played on Monday, 18
th
 February, 2008 at 9.30 a.m.      

 

Interestingly two of the fancied pairings in the last 16, Ellen Falkner/Nicky Brett, and Sue Westoby/Mark Walton, both went  

out, with Brett’s match going to an extra end, against Di Wilson & Mick Tomlin (Boston IBC, Lincs.) and the Walton duo 

being comfortably beaten by the Angel IBC, Tonbridge, pair skipped by Duncan Hanmore, who won the men’s pairs last 

year. 

 



Saturday, 16
th
 February, 2008, also saw the commencement of the Over 50’s Triples Championship last 32 in which the 

County interest lie with the trio from Wellingborough IBC Paul Coley, Walt Winsor and Mick Cooper.    In the field for this 

event were once more a sprinkling of International players, although not so many of note.  The first round for the Cooper 

triple was played on Sunday, 17
th
 February, 2008, when they came up against one skipped by A Pereira of Stonyhill IBC, 

Brentwood.    They made a very good start being 10 shots to 2 to the good after 5 ends, and that gap was maintained 

throughout with a victory by 9 shots the final score of 21 shots to 12 shots at the 17
th
 end when their opponents conceded.      

 
The last 16 encounter was against  Keith Burton, David Baird, and Phil Dickens of Nottingham IBC and after a very well 

fought and low scoring match Mick Cooper’s Triple lost by 3 shots.  Final score was Mick Cooper’s Trio 11 shots – Phil 

Dickens 14 shots. 

 

 

NATIONAL COMPETITIONS – LATEST LOCAL RESULTS 

 

LADIES. 

 
The Zone Finals of the EWIBA National competitions have now been played with the following results: 

 

SINGLES:  Jane Redfern (Rushden IBC) lost to Sara Seymour (City of Ely) 5-21 
 

PAIRS: Vicki Rushall/Brenda Bishop (Daventry IBC) lost to Linda Jarman/Sue Richie (Cambridge 

Chesterton)  (No scores supplied) 

 

TRIPLES: Jean Burgess/Agnes Johnson/Margaret Johnson (Wellingborough IBC) lost to Val Newson/Pat 

Reynolds/Cathy Popple (Peterborough)  (No scores supplied) 

 

FOURS: Yvonne McKee/Michelle Tansley/Hilary Sharpe/Sharon Tansley (Kingsthorpe IBC) lost to Val 

Newson/Joan Robinson/Pat Reynolds/Cathy Popple (Peterborough)  (No scores supplied) 
 

CHAMPION 

OF CHAMPIONS: Sharon Hall (Desborough) beat Sara Matthews (March) 21-13. She is to congratulated on 

reaching the National Finals at Nottingham IBC on Friday, 11
th
 April, 2008.  (Photograph of 

Sharon attached.) 

 

UNBADGED PAIRS: Chris Turner & Pat Mattinson (Rushden IBC) lost to June Hudson & Sara Matthews (March IBC) 

 (No scores supplied) 

 

OVER 50 2 WOOD 

TRIPLES: Delia Panther/Barbara Harris/Margaret Silsby (Kettering Lodge IBC) lost to Judith Overton/Val 

Newson/Pat Reynolds (Peterborough IBC)    (No scores supplied) 

 

GENTLEMEN 

 

SINGLES 

AREA FINAL: Paul Broderick (Wellingborough) beat Andy Smith (Northampton & District) 21-16. 

 Broderick now plays in the last 32 in the country at the National Finals to be held at 

Nottingham IBC on Thursday, 10
th
 April, 2008, at 7.0 p.m. 

 

FOURS After playing in the National Mixed Pairs Finals at Northampton Paul Broderick had to dash 

AREA FINAL: across the County to Desborough to play in the Area Final of the National Fours competition with 
his colleagues from Wellingborough. 

 

 Mark Corbyn, Neil Rees, Neil Corbyn, and Paul Broderick, beat Andrew Manton, Paul Maynard, 
Mick Sharpe, and Neil McKee 26-19. 

The Wellingborough Quartet now play in the National Finals at Nottingham on Friday, 4
th
 April, 2008 at 9.30 a.m. 

 



LEONARD DENNY INTER CLUB TWO RINK COMPETITION  

 

Three County Clubs played in the Leonard Denny Inter Club 2 rink men’s competition this week with mixed results. 

 
The local ‘Derby’ was between Kingsthorpe and Wellingborough, with a very good win for Wellingborough, which was 

some compensation for defeats at the hands of their county rivals in other competitions earlier in the season. 

Wellingborough won by 16 shots the final score being Wellingborough 46 shots – Kingsthorpe 30 shots.  Rink details as 
follows: 

At Kingsthorpe: Jamie Walker/Paul Coley/Martin Walker/Maurice Allen (Wellingborough) beat Paul 

Maynard/Roger Tansley/Calvin Carpenter/Jim McKee 22 shots – 13 shots 

 

At Wellingborough: Bob Fuller/Steve Norman/Walt Winsor/Wayne Gregory (Wellingborough) beat Chris Maden/Jason 

Bryan/Andrew Hunter/Vernon Gearey 24 shots – 17 shots 

 

The other County involvement was Desborough against Watford IBC, and in this case Desborough lost by the narrowest of 

margins, just 1 shot.   The Home rink had to play at Rushden, due to their green being in use for a 
County match, and this rink drew 17-17, with the rink away at Watford losing by 1 shot. 

 (Sorry no further details notified) 

 

 

NWIBA Midland Counties Match versus Lincolnshire at Desborough IBC 16
th
 February, 2008 – Result 

 

The Ladies of Northamptonshire Women’s Indoor Bowling Association played Lincolnshire Ladies in the Midland Counties 

Indoor Championship at Desborough IBC, on Saturday, 16th February, 2008, with one change from the selected team when 

Jean Pownall-Davies was called in following the withdrawal of Hilary Sharpe.    With a fair sprinkling of International 

standard bowlers, Lincolnshire proved too strong and despite having two good winning rinks, the County went down by 48 

shots, the final score being Northamptonshire 93 shots – Lincolnshire 141 shots.  Rink scores, Lincs skips only, as follows: 

Rink 1.     Rink 2.     Rink 3. 
Eileen West    Rebecca Wigfield   Marilyn Oram 

Sylvia Brown    Wilma Walker    Vicki Rushall 

Joan Bryan    Margaret Cave    Joan Watts 

Audrey Height v   G Edwards  Sharon Tansley   v   S Wade  Pam Lewis v   G Haney 

9 shots       39 shots  9 shots         21 shots  23 shots      21 shots 

 

Rink 4.     Rink 5.     Rink 6. 

Margaret Newport   Chris Cooper    Linda Warren 

Jean Crane    Valerie Blackwell   Barbara Hutt 

Di Brumwell    Jean Pownall-Davies   Michelle Tansley 
Joyce Porter v   O Wells  Brenda Bishop   v   E Blackshaw Jean Flippance v   J Banister 

24 shots      10 shots  17 shots        26 shots  11 shots      24 shots 

 
 

 

County Indoor versus County Outdoor Mixed Friendly at Rushden IBC 13
th
 February, 2008.  – Result 

 

A mixed match between the County Indoor and the County Outdoor Gentlemen’s and Ladies Bowling Associations was 

played at Rushden IBC on Wednesday, 13
th
 February, 2008, resulting in a fairly comfortable win by 20 shots for the Indoor 

players.    Final result was Northamptonshire Indoor 122 shots – Northamptonshire Outdoor 102 shots.  Rink scores as 

follows: 

 

Rink 1.          Rink 2.         Rink 3. 

Outdoor  Indoor       Outdoor          Indoor       Outdoor  Indoor 

Margaret Ruff  Eric Wareing      Jan Hunt         Audrey Gardener      Gordon Morris Rhona Holland 
Eleanor Winters  Marlene Court      Phyl Hallam         Mick York       Pat Gayton  John Smith 

George Willmott Geoff Harris      Martin Cinato       Eileen West      Bev Manning Val Blackwell 

Mike King  Brenda Bishop      Roy Cave         Andy Purcell      Harvey Fruish Terry James 
20 shots  15 shots      21 shots `       25 shots       7 shots  26 shots 

 

 

 



Rink 4.          Rink 5.         Rink 6. 

Outdoor  Indoor       Outdoor          Indoor       Outdoor  Indoor 

Brenice Willmott Mick Pullen      Peter Wright           Zoe Eisler      John Frisby  Eddie Pinder 

Sylvia Brown  Irene Cross      Jean Frisby           Brian Sherwood      Chris Barlow Joan Bryan 
Peter Kneeshaw  Bernard SpreadburyWilma Walker      Joan Watts      Margaret Cave Alec McKim 

John Clipston  Audrey Height       Geoff Hunt           John Lewis      Tracy Nunn  Pam Lewis 

18 shots  18 shots        14 shots           26 shots        22 shots  12 shots 
 

 

NIBA versus BUCKINGHAMSHIRE IBA at Daventry on Thursday, 21
st
 February, 2008.  Team 

 

The following gentlemen have been selected to represent the County in a friendly match against Buckinghamshire on 

Thursday, 21
st
 February, 2008, at Daventry IBC starting at 2.0 p.m. 

 

Rink 1.     Rink 2.     Rink 3. 

Mick Hall, Brackley   Eric Wareing, Daventry   Eddie Pinder, Daventry 
Mick York, Desborough   Mick Richardson, Daventry  Mick Pullen, Rushden 

Keith Howlett, Desborough  Tony Warren, Northampton  Clyde Hulbert, Daventry 

Richard Somerton, Brackley  Brian Sherwood, Rushden  Bernard Spreadbury, Daventry 
 

Rink 4.     Rink 5.     Rink 6. 

John Bramfitt, Northampton  Tim Hawtin, Brackley   Len Smith, Desborough 

Peter Byworth, Wellingborough  John Smith, Kettering   Dave Garland, Kingsthorpe 

Wally Stoddard, Kingsthorpe  Jim Headington, Desborough  Tony Essam, Northampton 

Brian Jones, Daventry   Mick Worthington, Daventry  Terry James, Rushden 

 

Reserves: Stan Alton, Daventry Andy Purcell, Desborough Tony Dicks, Daventry 

 
 

WELLS YOUNG’S OPEN TOURNAMENT 

 

This well established Open Tournament (formerly the Charles Wells) started with the first of three qualifying days at 

Wellingborough on Saturday, 16th February, 2008. 

 

12 Rinks from Leicester, Market Harborough, Daventry, Desborough, Kingsthorpe, Northampton, and host Club 

Wellingborough, battled it out in a round robin format in two leagues, each rink playing 5 sessions of 6 ends or 50 minutes. 

 

The teams to come out on top and thereby qualify for the finals on the 12
th
 April,  came from rinks skipped by Andy Irons 

(Leicester),  Mick Worthington (Daventry), Neil McKee (Kingsthorpe), and Neil Corbyn (Wellingborough. 

 

 

 

CLUB NEWS AROUND THE COUNTY 

 

Desborough IBC 

 

21.2.08. Irchester BC and Ise BC visit for a 6 rink mixed match at 2.0 p.m. 

23.2.08. Burton Latimer BC visits for a 6 rink mixed match at 2.0 p.m. 

24.2.08. Goodwood BC, Leicester, visit for a 6 rink mixed match at 2.0 p.m. 

24.2.08. Kingsthorpe IBC visits for a 6 rink ladies match at 2.0 p.m. 
 

Kettering Lodge IBC 

 
21.2.08. Bridgmans IBC visit for a 4 rink men’s match at 2.0 p.m. 

23.2.08. The Club visits Bridgmans for a 3 rink men’s match at 2.30 p.m. 

24.2.08. Lawson Park IBC visits for a 4 rink mixed match at 2.30 p.m. 
25.2.08. Harborough & District visit for a 4 rink ladies match at 2.0 p.m. 

 

 

 



Kingsthorpe IBC 

 

20.2.08. The Club visits Luton BC for a 6 rink ladies match at 2.15 p.m. 

21.2.08. Northamptonshire Police visit for a 6 rink men’s match at 2.15 p.m. 
23.2.08. South Beds IBC visit for a 6 rink men’s match at 2.15 p.m. 

24.2.08. The Club plays host to an Under 25 match between Northamptonshire and Warwickshire at 2.15 p.m. 

24.2.08. The Club visits Northampton & District for a 6 rink mixed match at 2.15 p.m. 
 

Northampton West End BC 

 

21.2.08.  The Club visits Bedford Borough IBC for a 6 rink match at 2.30 p.m. 

 

Oundle BC 

 

24.2.08.  The Club visits Whittlesey IBC for a 5 rink mixed match at 2.15 p.m. 

 

Rushden IBC  

 

21.2.08. The Club visits Daventry for a 6 rink mixed match at 2.0 p.m. 
23.2.08. The Club visits Bedford Borough IBC for a 6 rink men’s match at 2.30 p.m. 

23.2.08. The ladies President holds her President’s Day. 

24.2.08. Swanspool BC visits for a 6 rink mixed match at 2.30 p.m. 

 

Wellingborough IBC 

 

21.2.08. Abington BC visits for a 6 rink men’s match at 2.15 p.m. 

23.2.08. Wells & Young Open Tournament 2nd Qualifying Day 

24.2.08.  Club plays host to Northamptonshire VP’s versus Bedfordshire VP’s Associations at 2.15 p.m. 
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