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th
 March, 2008.         PRESS REPORT 

 

EWIBA visit to Kettering Lodge IBC 10.3.08. 

 
Kettering Lodge Indoor Bowling Club, (formally called Kettering & District Indoor BC) celebrates the silver anniversary this 

year of its opening in 1983, and as a ‘pipe opener’ to the celebrations the Club’s Lady President Daphne Batho was honoured 

to welcome to her green a team from the English Women’s Indoor Bowling Association, lead by its President Betty Marriott, 
from Oxfordshire, for a match against the Kettering Ladies. 

 

Betty was accompanied by her Senior Vice President Marion Green, from Middlesex; last year’s President Evelyn Schooling 
from Essex; Match Secretary Jill Price; and some notable top players, including last year’s National Champion of Champions 

Carol Pollington (Norfolk), this year’s National Pairs Champion Pam Cutts (Nottingham), and EWIBA Badged Players 

Audrey Pinder (Nottingham) Janice Gower (Cumbria) and from our own County Jean Burgess, Wellingborough. In addition 

to the Counties mentioned, Somerset was also represented. 

 

President Daphne was also delighted to welcome as her special guest Mrs Joan Houghton, who was the Founder President of 

Kettering Lodge Indoor Ladies, and the driving force behind the setting up of the County Ladies Indoor Association of which 

she was its first President, and now a Life Member. 

 
The Match was won by the EWIBA by 27 shots, the final score being Kettering Ladies 51 shots – EWIBA 78 shots. 

Rink scores, EWIBA skips only, is as follows: 

 

Rink 1.     Rink 2.   Rink 3.       Rink 4. 

Betty Hammond  Sue Bagshawe   Delia Panther   Hazel Lossau 

Maureen Line   Ann Catlin   Elizabeth Dalton-Stirling Ann Breslin 

Mary Almond   Daphne Batho   Marjorie Wright  Barbara Harris 

Jo Webb   Audrey McMillan  Glenys Oldham   Margaret Everitt    

10 shots v S Digby 15 shots 14 shots v C Pollington 23 15 shots v M Green 18   12 shots v Jill Price 22 

                

 

NWIBA versus Bedfordshire Ladies 15.3.08. – RESULT 
 
The Ladies of Northamptonshire Women’s Indoor Bowling Association played their counterparts from Bedfordshire on 

Saturday, 15
th
 March, 2008, at Desborough IBC and came away with a very impressive 44 shots victory, winning on all 6 

rinks.   The final score was NWIBA 130 shots – Bedfordshire 86 shots.  Rink scores, Beds skips only, as follows: 

 

Rink 1.     Rink 2.     Rink 3. 
Rebecca Wigfield, Desborough  Pat Starsmore, Kettering  Agnes Johnson, Wellingborough 

Pat Symonds, Daventry   Sue Lomas, Desborough  Michelle Tansley, Kingsthorpe 

Joan Bryan, Kettering   Valerie Blackwell, Rushden  Wilma Walker, Desborough 

Sharon Tansley, Kingsthorpe  Pam Lewis, Rushden   Brenda Bishop, Daventry 
20 shots v J Gow 14 shots  16 shots v R Toner 15 shots  33 shots v G Blacklock 12 shots 



 

Rink 4.     Rink 5.     Rink 6. 
Chris Cooper, Wellingborough  Sue Fincham, Wellingborough  Pauline Deane, Desborough 

Nancy Campbell, Rushden  Barbara Hutt, Daventry   Pat Gayton, Wellingborough 
Hilary Sharpe, Kingsthorpe  Jean Flippance, Desborough  Terri Hepburn, Kingsthorpe 

Pat Bax, Daventry   Irene Cross, Northampton  Zoe Eisler, Desborough 

18 shots v M Northfield 14 shots 24 shots v C Steward 14 shots  19 shots v J Smith 17 shots  
   

 

NIBA versus Northants Vice-Presidents 12
th
 March, 2008 – RESULT 

 
The Gentlemen of Northamptonshire Indoor Bowling Association embarked upon a busy week of  matches with the first  

played at Daventry IBC against local rivals the Northamptonshire Honorary Vice-Presidents Association, on Tuesday, 12
th
 

March, 2008.    After a very closely fought match NIBA posted a victory by 7 shots, the final score being NIBA 130 shots – 

NHVPA 113 shots.  Rink scores as follows: 

 

Rink 1.        Rink 2. 

NIBA    NHVPA   NIBA    NHVPA 
Eddie Pinder   Barry Adair   Mick Hall   Roy Timpson 
John Barnard   Roland Smith   B Hawtin   Ken Friend 

Tim Hawtin   Richard Holland  Arthur Stone   Clyde Hulbert 

Walter Stoddard  Roy Cave   Brian Sherwood   David Williamson 

22 shots   17 shots  ` 19 shots   18 shots 

 

Rink 3.        Rink 4. 

NIBA    NHVPA   NIBA    NHVPA 
Eric Wareing   Brian Tingle   Brian Diver   John Watson 

Alex Healey   Jack Brown   John Smith   Geoff Care 
Dave Thurlow   Tony Buckmaster  Mick Weatherill  Peter Saunders 

Keith Howlett   Laurie Harrison   Richard Somerton  Graham Dunscombe 

17 shots   25 shots   20 shots   16 shots 

 

Rink 5.        Rink 6. 

NIBA    NHVPA   NIBA    NHVPA 
Brian Robbins   Phil Miller   John Whiting   Brian Bailey 

Len Smith   Harry Bell   Mick York   Graham Cashmore 

Peter Byworth   Mick Pullen   Trevor Tilley   Dennis Allsopp 

Brian Jones   Hubert Dickens   Doug Hatton   Ken Legan 
25 shots   12 shots   17 shots   25 shots 

 

NIBA versus English Civil Service 13
th
 March, 2008. – RESULT 

 

The second match of the week saw the Gentlemen of the NIBA playing against the English Civil Service at Wellingborough 

IBC on Thursday, 13
th
 March, 2008 in a friendly match, but with the trouncing that they received the Civil Service would 

hardly agree that it was friendly!   The County team won by a massive 95 shots, surprisingly losing on one rink as well, with a 

final score of NIBA 168 shots – Civil Service 73 shots.  Rink scores, Civil Service skips only, as follows: 

 

Rink 1.     Rink 2.     Rink 3. 
Clyde Hulbert    Mick Pullen, Rushden   Fred Wake, Daventry 

Peter Woodhams, Rushden  Ted Summerton, Northampton  John Smith, Kettering 
Tony Essam, Desborough  Stan Alton, Daventry   Tony Warren, Northampton 

George Warren, Desborough  Andy Purcell, Desborough  Richard Somerton, Brackley 

26 shots v C Jackson 10 shots  26 shots v I Beesley 13 shots  28 shots v K Begreit 9 shots 
 

Rink 4.     Rink 5.     `Rink 6. 
Eddie Pinder, Daventry   Terry Rice, Rushden   John Whiting, Northampton 
Len Webb, Desborough   Dave Garland, Kingsthorpe  Mick York, Desborough 

Keith Howlett, Desborough  Mick Weatherill, Wellingborough Martin Cinato, Wellingborough 

Terry James, Rushden   Alic McKim, Desborough  Walter Stoddard. Kingsthorpe 

31 shots v N Hetherington 10 shots 41 shots v J Wood 12 shots  16 shots v T Sawyer 19 shots 



NIBA versus Yorkshire Bowls Association 15
th
 March, 2008. - RESULT 

 
The Gentlemen concluded the week with another good win, this time against the gentlemen of Yorkshire County Bowling 

Association, who were on Tour to the County.   The match was played at Rushden on Saturday, 15
th
 March, 2008, and it 

resulted in a win to make it a hat trick of victories for the County, by 16 shots.  The rink wins were shared, but the big win for 

the County Indoor Team Manager’s rink by 22 shots made the difference.  Final score was NIBA 136 shots – Yorkshire 120 

shots.   Rink scores, Yorks skips only, as follows: 
 

Rink 1.     Rink 2.     Rink 3. 
Tim Hawtin, Brackley   Jim Diver, Desborough   Malcolm Tait, Kettering 

Mick Hall, Brackley   Alic McKim, Desborough  John Smith, Kettering 

Doug Hatton, Brackley   Andy Purcell, Desborough  Malc Mattinson, Rushden  

Richard Somerton, Brackley  George Warren, Desborough  Terry James, Rushden 

23 shots v T Whiteway 16 shots  24 shots v M Harrison 26 shots  15 shots v W Aldie 26 shots 

 

Rink 4.     Rink 5.     Rink 6. 
Eddie Pinder, Daventry   Brian Thomas, Desborough  Walter Stoddard, Kingsthorpe 

Eric Wareing, Daventry   Ron Whitehead, Desborough  Brian Sherwood, Rushden 

John Barnard, Daventry   Alun Withers, Desborough  Geoff Harris, Rushden 
Brian Jones, Daventry   John Haines, Desborough  Martin Cinato, Wellingborough 

15 shots v P Dawson 25 shots  34 shots v R Clark 12 shots  25 shots v B Walker 15 shots 

 

 

Northants Police versus Norfolk VPs – RESULT 

 
Northamptonshire Police took on the Norfolk County Vice Presidents Association on Wednesday, 12th March, 2008, at 

Desborough BC and secured a very good victory by 5 shots.  The final score was Northants Police 112 – Norfolk VP’s 107 

shots.  Rink scores, Norfolk skips only, as follows: 
 

Rink 1.     Rink 2.     Rink 3. 

Jim Bradshaw    Ray Fountain    Tom Dowdy 

Ron Evans    Alan Hodson    Trevor Lane 

Paul Langdon    Fred Oram    Jim Hickman 

Clive Appleton  v  D Johnson  Stan Delbridge  v  B Nicholson  Bill Tapp v  G Dickenson 

21 shots     16 shots  17 shots     22 shots  18 shots     16 shots 

 

Rink 4.     Rink 5.     Rink 6. 

Phil Webb    Maurice Dalton-Stirling   John Ross 
Roy Newton    Geoff Taylor    Terry Hazelwood 

David Johns    Alan Fox    Dickie Briggs 

Brian Hayes  v  A Grey   Mick Lee v  G Middleton  Pete Simmons  v  B Sayer 
12 shots 21 shots  26 shots     12 shots  18 shots    20 shots 

 

 

COUNTY COMPETITIONS 

 
The County Competitions are coming to the latter stages, and the following are the latest scores received: 

 

SINGLES 

SEMI-FINAL:  Neil Corbyn (Wellingborough) beat Dominic Graham (Northampton) 21-18 
 

UNDER 25 

SEMI-FINAL:  Michael Chester (Wellingborough) beat Chris Wright (Northampton) 21-13 
 

FOURS 
SEMI-FINAL:  Brian Thomas/Matt Pownall/Alun Withers/John Haines (Desborough) beat Connor Cinato/Graham 
   Maddams/Martin Cinato/Andy Gorman 27-6 

 

 

 



COUNTY LEAGUE CURRENT POSITION 

 
The League Table at this time gives some clues as to the likely winners at the end of the campaign, for although Daventry IBC 

are leading the table on 24 points, they have played all their games, and Desborough, in second spot with 19 points, have one 
game to play, and Northampton & District with 2 games to play have 17 points.  In theory either of these two could snatch the 

League Title, and the outcome will very much depend on the result of the match between themselves. 

Rushden and Wellingborough are only in a position to thwart the title ambitions of the others, as they cannot win the title 
themselves.  League as follows: 

 

 

   Matches Won Lost Tied Rinks Rinks Rinks Total  

   Played     Won Lost Tied Points 

 

Daventry IBC    4   2  1  1   8   6   2   24 

 

Desborough IBC   3   2  1    6   5   1   19 
 

Northampton IBC   2   2  0  0   5   3   0   17 

 
Rushden IBC    3   0  3  0   5   7   0    8 

 

Wellingborough IBC   2   0  2  0   2   5     1   2.5 

 

INTERNATIONAL SERIES AT PERTH, SCOTLAND 

 
The four Home Nations competed in the International Series at Perth, Scotland, on the 14th, 15th, & 16th March, 2008, on a 

round robin basis, and Northamptonshire’s particular interest was in the England Team, where Neil McKee (Kingsthorpe IBC) 

was playing at No. 2 in the rink skipped by Andy Thompson of Cyphers IBC, Kent. 
 

On Friday, 14th March, England gave Ireland a mauling by 63 shots, winning on all 6 rinks, with Neil’s four winning 25-15 

shots.   The next day England gave Wales a similar mauling, this time by 60 shots, again winning on all 6 rinks, and this time 

Neil’s rink won 22 – 13 shots. 

 

Going into the last match against Scotland with a 100% record and a massive shots advantage saw their chances of a clean 

sweep very high indeed, but it was not to be, for England came unstuck against their old enemy Scotland, losing by just 4 

shots, the final score being 107 – 111 shots.  Unfortunately Neil’s rink went down by 14 – 24 shots against a rink skipped by 

D Peacock, and the other rinks were very tight with winning 2 drawing 1, and losing 2 by small margins. 

 
With 2 points for a win this meant England took 4 points, and as Scotland also beat Wales but lost to Ireland, they also had 4 

points.  To make it a three way tie at the top, Ireland beat Scotland and Wales to also take 4 points. 

 
However, on shots difference England were a mile ahead of the other two, and therefore if it is judged on shots scored overall 

England have won the series, their shots advantage being + 119 compared with their nearest rivals Scotland’s +20 shots. 

 

MIDLAND COUNTIES CHAMPIONSHIP 

 
Northamptonshire are almost there in the Midland Counties Indoor Bowling Championship.  With one match to play the 

county is in pole position leading the table with 106 points, with just 2 of the Counties able to overtake them.  Their final 

opponent Leicestershire is one of them, and Bedfordshire is the other, both having 2 games left to play, and currently having 

83 points and 76 points respectively.   Northamptonshire needs to take 15 points from Leicestershire to give them the title for 
certain, because that would give them 121 points, and the maximum that Bedfordshire could get would be a full house from 

both their last matches to provide a final total of 120 points.    

 
Northamptonshire’s last match is at Wellingborough IBC on Sunday 6th April, 2008. 

 



DARLINGTON IBC EASTER TOP TEN TOURNAMENT 
Played from Friday, 21st to Monday, 24th March (inclusive) 

This is a multi-discipline event between Clubs entering 10 players each to contest in Singles, Pairs, Triples and Fours. 

Teams from a wide area are participating including the following Clubs: Belfast; County Antrim; Coatbridge, Parks;  
Blacpool Newton Hall; Long Sutton; Darlington; York; Lincoln; Durham; Spalding; plus two of our County Clubs 

Desborough and Northampton & District. 

The team from Northampton is:  Singles - Phil Reeve; Pairs - Robin Adams & Andy Smith; Triples - Rob White, Tony 
O'Leary & Dominic Graham; Fours - Chris Wright, Gordon Lockhart, Olly Kirkwood, & Chris Bland. 

I have not been supplied with the Desborough Team to date. 

  

MIDLAND COUNTIES INDOOR CHAMPION OF CHAMPIONS     
The Midland Counties Indoor event was held at Avon Valley IBC, Gaydon, Warwickshire, on the 15th & 16th March, 2008, 

featuring the various winners of last seasons County indoor competitions, and the Northampton & District Fours winners, 

narrowly lost out in the Final to a rink from Oxford & District IBC skipped by former County Liberty Trophy skip Chris 

Allen.    The Northampton Quartet, consisting of Dominic Graham, Alan Ramscar, Andy Smith and Chris Bland, held a lead 

of 19-11 but their opponents struck back strongly to defeat them 19-20 shots. 
 

 

CLUB NEWS AROUND THE COUNTY 

 

Not much bowling news around the County as this is Easter week, but there are a few fixtures still being played. 

 

Desborough IBC 

 
20.3.08. The Club’s men visit Wellingborough for a 6 rink match at 2.15 p.m. 

20.3.08. Rothwell Manor BC play Ise BC & Geddington & Newton BC at the Club in a mixed match at 2.0 p.m. 

 

Kettering Lodge IBC 

 
20.3.08. Rushden IBC visits for a 4 rink mixed match at 2.0 p.m. 

22.3.08. The Indoor men play the Outdoor men in a 4 rink match at 2.0 p.m. 

 

Kingsthorpe IBC 

 
20.3.08. The Club men visit Harborough & District IBC for a 5 rink match at 2.0 p.m. 

 

Northampton IBC 

 
20.3.08. Northants Hon Vice Presidents visit for a 6 rink men’s match at 2.15 p.m. 

 

Rushden IBC 

 

20.3.08. The Club visits Kettering IBC for a 4 rink mixed match at 2.0 p.m. 

22.3.08. Abington BC visits for a 6 rink men’s match at 2.30 p.m. 

23.3.08. Daventry IBC visits for a 6 rink mixed triples match at 2.30 p.m. 

 

Wellingborough IBC 

 
20.3.08. Desborough IBC visits for a 6 rink men’s match at 2.15 p.m. 
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