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NORTHAMPTONSHIRE LADIES AT LEAMINGTON – NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 

 

Pairs 

 

The County’s qualifying representatives in the Pairs met with mixed fortunes on Tuesday, 5
th
 August, 2008, at the Ladies 

National Championships, played at Victoria Park, Royal Leamington Spa. 
 

County Champions Marlene Court and her daughter Jackie Harrington, Brackley BC met a couple in form in the first round 

from Broadway BC, Worcester, Joan Parfitt and current International Sue Davies, and lost 7-23 shots. 

 

The Runners-up, Celia Morris and Hilary Sharpe, Kingsthorpe BC fared better in their first round encounter against Carol 

Crafer and Sylvia Bloomfield, of Connaught BC, Chingford, winning in a close fought match 20-18 shots.    In the second 

round they came up against Hannah Overton and Wendy Lutkin, Whittlesey Manor BC, Hunts., and achieved a more 

comfortable victory 20-12 shots.   This brought them to the last 16 where they faced on Wednesday, 6th a Cambridgeshire 

pair from March Conservatives BC, Elizabeth McRae and Pauline Ayres, losing the match 13-21 shots.   
 

Singles 

 
The County Ladies Singles Champion Sharon Tansley, Kingsthorpe, and the Runner-up Margaret Watts both started their 

challenge with wins at Royal Leamington Spa on Thursday, 7th August, 2008. 

 

Both wins were particularly outstanding because Sharon beat  current England International Katherine Hawes, Oxford 

City & County BC by a very impressive 21 shots – 9 shots, and Margaret also beat a current England International Julie 

Saunders, Richmond Park BC, Bournemouth, 21 shots – 18 shots. 

 

In the second round Sharon lost to Pauline Proud,, yet another current England International, of Ventnor BC, Isle of Wight 

16-21 shots, but Margaret won her encounter with Jenny Goodman of Hurstpierpoint BC, Sussex 21-18 shots.   This brought 

Margaret into a last 16 match against Sheila Seddon, Milford BC, Suffolk, in which she excelled, taking the match 21-6 to 
cruise into the Quarter Finals.   

 

Margaret became the hero of the County again when she reached her second National Event Semi-Final, having just beaten 

Joyce Hodgson, Maryport BC, Cumbria, in the Quarter Finals by 21 – 14 shots.   This to add to her semi-final appearance in 

the Over 55 Singles last week. 

 

In the Semi-final on Saturday, 9th August, 2008, Margaret Watts overcame a very experienced International player and 2007 

2 Wood Singles Champion, Jean Baker, Blackwell BC, Derbyshire, in a tremendous match which in the latter stages was a 

very close affair, at 15 shots each; 15-18 down; 18 shots each and 19 shots each, until Margaret reached the required 21 



shots with a count of 2 shots.  A fantastic achievement, especially so when one notes that Jean Baker was also a member of 
the British Isles Triples and Fours Title winning combinations in 2007. 

 

What a Final was in prospect for Margaret, meeting the holder of the National Singles Title, Edna Bessell, of Yeovil BC, 
Somerset, another vastly experienced International player who was obviously very keen to retain the Trophy won last year.  

Edna, aged 62 years also won earlier in the C hampionships the 2 Wood Singles title. After giving of her best effort 

Margaret had to finally bow out to her worthy opponent from Somerset, 16-21 shots.  Congratulations to her for this 

great effort. 

 

  

 

Over 55 Pairs 

 

Cynthia Cherry and Di Brumwell, Kingsthorpe BC met Pat Logan and Linda Goucher of Gilt Edge BC, Kidderminster, in 

the Preliminary Round of the Over 55’s Pairs, played on Friday, 8th August, 2008, where they unfortunately lost by 14-19 

shots. 

 

 

Under 25 Pairs 

 

Our Under 25 Pairs Ladies, Victoria Stevenson, Whyte Melville BC and Rebecca Wigfield, Desborough BC, lost in the first 

round on Saturday, 9
th
 August, 2008, to Stefanie Branfield and Laura Holden of Somerset, 2 sets – 0. 

 

 

 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE MEN AT WORTHING – NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 

 

Under 25 Singles 

 

The Men’s National Championships opened up at 9.30 a.m. on Saturday, 9th August, 2008, at Beach House Park, Worthing, 

and first on for the County was the Under 25’s County Champion Aaron Bell, Northampton Express BC, who faced Dean 

Gibbons, Wantage BC, Berkshire.   In a generally even contest with both playing decent bowls, Aaron came out on top and 

proceeded to the second round 21-16. 

 

At 11.45 a.m. the same day, in very wet and windy conditions, he was in action in the second round against David 

Leighfield, Alderbury BC, Wiltshire, and although starting well and holding a 6 shots advantage at 10-4, his opponent 

started to put pressure on him and having found his form cruised through to a win 21 shots to 14 picked up by Aaron. 

 
At the same time the County Runner-up, Adam Hawkings, Abington BC, was playing his first round match against Keiron 

Delaney, Iver Heath BC, Buckinghamshire.  The bucks player started the better but Adam pulled back to be even at 9 shots 

all, but from then onwards his opponent had the upper hand and ran out winner at 21 shots to Adam’s 12 sots. 

 

Fours 

 

The winners of the County Fours Championship, Mick Corbyn, Mark Betts, Tony Burns, and Roy Cave,of Rushden Town 

BC were first up of the County’s two qualifying rinks to play at Worthing on Sunday afternoon, 10
th
 August, 2008, in an 

early first round match against Carl Fostick, Roger Evans, Mark Plume, & Scot Wake, of Buntingford BC, Hertfordshire. 

 

They were a little slow to start and were 8 shots adrift before making the scoreboard, but the game was nevertheless very 

tight with only the odd shot going to the opponents each end.   By the three quarter stage the Rushden Rink had started to 
get their game together, with some impressive bowling from all players,and when Roy Cave took a bowl out to pick up a 

count of 4 shots the gap quickly narrowed until with 2 ends to play it looked as though the County men might sneak in front 

only to see the opposing skip get shot with his lost bowl.    
 

This put them 2 shots behind playing the last end.  Mark Betts gave his rink a great chance with 2 very good close bowls but 

the Herts No. 3, as he had done on several occasions, changed the head to his advantage, and despite playing a very good 
last bowl in an attempt to dislodge what was the shot bowl, Cave just missed and they therefore lost by 3 shots with the final 

score 18-21.     A valiant attempt in a very long and competitive match watched by a good number of supporters from 

Rushden and area, a coach-load of which had a day out to get behind their players. 

 



  

 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE MEN versus LEICESTERSHIRE 7.8.08.  – RESULT 

 

The Gentlemen of Northamptonshire Bowling Association met Leicestershire BA in a friendly match at Leicester BC on 

Thursday, 7
th
 August, 2008, and came away with a very good win by 5 shots with three winning rinks and three losing. 

Final score was Northamptonshire 113 shots – Leicestershire 108 shots.  Rink scores, Leics skips only, as follows: 
 

Rink 1.     Rink 2.     Rink 3. 

John Watson    Stuart Lake    Bob Tingle 

Skene McInnes    Bill Roberts    Sub from local Club. 

Neville Bodily    Peter Mercer    Geoff Vincent 

Geoff Hunt v  Roger Kirkpatrick Harvey Fruish v  Bill Smith  Terry James v  Jim Wilson 

17 shots     19 shots  20 shots     24 shots  16 shots     23 shots 

 

Rink 4.     Rink 5.     Rink 6. 
Peter Clues    Mike Jackson    Frank Craven 

John Frisby    Ernie Earp    Hugh Taylor 

Bill Humphries    Walter Stoddard   David Thurlow 
Mike King v  Barry Fuller  Brian Jones v  Bob Beardsmore George Willmott v  Bill Brown 

20 shots     17 shots  17 shots     12 shots  23 shots      13 shots 

 

 

NORTHAMPTON TRIPLES LEAGUE – LATEST POSITION OF LEAGUE 

 

As the Northampton Triples League enters its last phase for the season the Championship is still in the balance with just two 

matches to go, and in contention in the 1st Division are five Clubs.   Abington ‘A’ the ‘Gamestec’ knock out winners, have 

to play St. Crispin ‘A’ who are in second place, and West End ‘A’ have to play Daventry ‘A’.    Express ‘A’ who are 
currently in 3rd place have to play one of the relegated clubs Byfield, so remain in contention subject to a good win. 

 

Division 2 sees  Wootton ‘A’ playing Kislingbury ‘A’ in what could be a decisive match in the promotion stakes. 

 

Division 3 leaders Bugbrooke are set for promotion, but with which other team is not clear yet. 

 

Division 4 sees Northampton Express ‘B’ team way out in front for promotion, but the second spot is still in doubt as either 

Kislingbury or West End ‘B’ could be there at the end of the season. 

 

RUSHDEN TRIPLES LEAGUE – TIPLER TROPHY 

 

The ‘Tipler Trophy’ of the Rushden Triples League, so named after a former County President Ernest Tipler, who was a 

great supporter of bowls in the Rushden area, was played this week. 
 

Division A was played on Monday, 4
th
 August, 2008, with the winners being the Rushden ‘B’ team of  Paul Morris, Cliff 

Ward & Roger Barlow, who had a + 14 shots aggregate, with Runners-up from Irchester ‘D’ team og Brenice Willmott, Ken 

Pooley & Mossy Waters + 14 shots. 

 

Division B was played on Wednesday, 6
th
 August, 2008, and was won by Raunds Conservatives BC team of Jan Symonds, 

James Jarvis & Frank Stanton with a shots aggregate of + 28 shots with Runners-up being the RAFA team of Janet Borritt, 

Diane Parsons & Phil Freeman, + 21 shots. 

 

CLUB NEWS AROUND THE COUNTY 

 

NORTH AREA,  MOSTLY OF INTEREST TO READERS OF EVENING TELEGRAPH 

 

Corby Forest BC 

 
16.8.08.  Desborough BC visits for a men’s match at 2.30 p.m. 

16.8.08.  Members visit Kettering Lodge BC for a ladies match at 2.30 p.m. 

 

 



Desborough Town BC 

 

14.8.08.  Ise BC visits for a mixed match at 6.30 p.m. 

16.8.08.  Members visit Corby Forest BC for a men’s match at 2.30 p.m. 
16.8.08.  Members visit Burton Latimer BC for a ladies match at 2.30 p.m. 

 

Earls Barton BC 

 

14.8.08.  Wellingborough OG’s BC visits for a men’s match at 6.30 p.m. 

16.8.08.  Kettering Lodge BC visits for a men’s match at 2.30 p.m. 

17.8.08.  The Club holds its ‘Gala Day’ 

 

Geddington & Newton BC 

 

14.8.08.  Members visit Corby S & L for a men’s match at 6.30 p.m. 

16.8.08.  Hart of Fleckney BC visits for a mixed match at 2.30 p.m. 
17.8.08.  Wellingborough OG’s BC visits for a mixed match at 2.30 p.m. 

19.8.08.  Members visit Burton Latimer BC for a ladies match at 6.30 p.m. 

 

Irchester BC 

 

14.8.08.  Suffolk VP’s visit for a mixed match at 2.0 p.m. 

16.8.08.  Burton Latimer BC visits for a men’s match at 2.30 p.m. 

16.8.08.  Members visit Finedon BC for a ladies match at 2.30 p.m. 

17.8.08.  Stanwick BC visits for a mixed match at 2.30 p.m. 

 

Higham Ferrers Town BC 

 
16.8.08.  Whyte Melville BC visits for a ladies match at 2.30 p.m. 

16.8.08.  Members visit Raunds Conservatives BC for a men’s match at 2.30 p.m. 

19.8.08.  Irchester BC visits for a ladies match at 6.30 p.m. 

 

Ise BC, Kettering 

 

13.8.08.  Woodsend BC visits for a mixed match at 2.30 p.m. 

14.8.08.  Members visit Desborough BC for a mixed match at 6.30 p.m. 

16.8.08.  Members visit Islip BC for a mixed match at 2.30 p.m. 

 

Kettering Lodge BC 

 

13.8.08.  The Club hots a match between Northants VP’s and Cambridgeshire VP’s at 2.30 p.m. 
14.8.08.  Members visit Corby Forest BC for a men’s match at 6.30 p.m. 

16.8.08.  Corby Forest BC visits for a ladies match at 2.30 p.m. 

16.8.08.  Members visit Earls Barton BC for a men’s match at 2.30 p.m. 

 

McAlpine BC 

 

14.8.08.  Kettering Midland Band BC visits for a mixed match at 6.30 p.m. 

16.8.08.  The Club holds its ‘Fred Evans Cup’ at 2.30 p.m. 

 

Rushden Town BC 

 

14.8.08.  Members visit Kingsthorpe BC for a men’s match at 2.30 p.m. 
16.8.08.  West End BC visits for a men’s match at 2.30 p.m. 

18.8.08.  Members visit Wellingborough BC for the ladies ‘Nene Trophy’ at 2.30 p.m. 

19.8.08.  Members visit Abington BC for a ladies match at 2.30 p.m. 
 



Stanwick BC 

 

14.8.08.  Raunds Conservatives BC visits for a mixed match at 6.30 p.m. 

16.8.08.  Kettering Conservatives BC visits for a mixed match at 2.30 p.m. 
17.8.08.  Members visit Irchester BC for a mixed match at 2.30 p.m. 

19.8.08.  Mears Ashby BC visits for a mixed match at 2.30 p.m. 

 

Swanspool BC 

 

13.8.08.  Cogenhoe BC visits for a ladies match at 6.30 p.m. 

16.8.08.  Kettering Athletic BC visits for a men’s match at 2.30 p.m. 

 

Wellingborough BC 

 

13.8.08.  The Club hosts Northants Masonic BA versus Leicestershire Masonic BA at 2.30 p.m. 

16.8.08.  The Club holds its ‘Captains Day’ on 12 rinks at 2.30 p.m. 
17.8.08.  Members visit Corby Grampian BC for a County League match at 10.30 a.m. 

18.8.08.  The ladies play the ‘Rushden Cup’ match at 2.30 p.m. 

 

SOUTH AREA, MOSTLY OF INTEREST TO READERS OF THE CHRONICLE & ECHO 

 

Abington BC 

 

14.8.08.  Northants Police BC visit for a men’s match at 2.30 p.m. 

16.8.08.  Members visit Wootton Grange BC for a men’s match at 2.30 p.m. 

18.8.08.  ‘A’ team away to PSL Roade & ‘B’ team home to Whyte Melville ‘A’ in Northampton Triples League 

19.8.08.  Rushden BC visits for a ladies match at 2.30 p.m. 

 

Brackley BC 

 

13.8.08.  Members visit Byfield BC for a ladies match at 6.15 p.m. 

 

Cold Ashby BC 

 

13.8.08.  Daventry Tigers BC visits for a mixed match at 6.30 p.m. 

17.8.08.  Ambleside BC visits for a mixed match at 3.0 p.m. 

 

Heyford BC 

 

13.8.08.  Members visit St Crispin BC for a ladies match at 6.30 p.m. 

16.8.08.  Daventry Tigers BC visits for a mixed match at 3.0 p.m. 
 

Northampton Express BC 

 

16.8.08.  Members visit Carlsberg BC for a men’s match at 2.30 p.m. 

18.8.08.  ‘A’ team visits Daventry ‘A’ & ‘B’ team at home to West End ‘B’ in Northampton Triples League 

 

Northampton West End BC 

 

13.8.08.  Club hosts MWCBA versus Bedfordshire WBAQ at 1.30 p.m. 
14.8.08.  The Club’ ladies play the Club’s men at 6.30 p.m. 

16.8.08.  Members visit Rushden BC for a men’s match at 2.30 p.m. 

18.8.08.  ‘A’ team home to Byfield & ‘B’ team away to Express ‘B’ 
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