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PRESS RELEASE         1
ST
 JULY, 2007. 

 

 

 

Middleton Cup Team versus Leicestershire 7.7.07. 

 

The following have been selected to represent he Jackson Grundy sponsored Northamptonshire Bowling Association in the 

Middleton Cup match versus Leicestershire to be played at New Lount BC, Coleorton, Leics. on Saturday, 7th July, 2007, 

commencing at 2.0 p.m. (Players to arrive by 1.15 p.m.) 

 

Abington BC   John Freeman, Tony O’Leary 
Corby Forest BC  Paul Melville (Non-travelling Reserve) 

Corby Stewarts & Lloyd BC George Warren (Non-travelling Reserve) 

Desborough BC Carl Haines (Non-travelling Reserve),John Haines, Jason Hall (Non-travelling Reserve), 
Malcolm Paul (Travelling Reserve), Peter Ward, Alun Withers. 

Higham Ferrers BC Steve Norman (Travelling Reserve) 

Irchester BC Mick Malins. 

Kettering Lodge BC Steve Robinson (Non-travelling Reserve) 

Kingsthorpe BC Colin Fowkes, Vernon Gearey, Andrew Hunter,  Richard Mann, Jim McKee, Phil Reeve, 

Roger Tansley. 
Northampton Express BC Chris Bland, Dominic Graham, Richard Lemon. 

Northampton West End BC Alan Ashby, Jamie Walker (Non-travelling Reserve). 

St. Crispin BC Mick Diggin. 
Thrapston BC Darren Childs, Terry James. 

Wellingborough BC Paul Broderick, Michael Chester (Non-travelling Reserve), Neil Corbyn, Neil Rees, Gerry 

Sharp. 
 

 

To qualify in successive years for the Quarter Finals of this Championship, which are on the 21
st
 July, 2007, the County 

must beat Leicestershire by any margin, as our records are similar with Northamptonshire being just 3 points ahead.   

 

Following two outstanding wins, Senior Team Manager John Church is full of confidence for this encounter, and he has 

selected the same team that took 20 points in such style against Bedfordshire  on the 16th June.  Despite having beaten 

Leicestershire in the last 5 competitive outings, it is not a forgone conclusion that the County will add a 6th victory, and the 

players will be very guarded against allowing any complacency to creep in.  They all have the belief and desire to progress 
further in this, the most prestigious inter county championship in men’s bowling. 

 

 
 

 



Ladies Johns Trophy versus Leicestershire 26.6.07 – Result 

 

The Ladies of the Jackson Grundy sponsored Northampton Women’s County Bowling Association played the ladies of 

Leicestershire at  Royal Leamington Spa on Tuesday, 26
th
 June, 2007, and after a match of changing fortunes, lost by just 9 

shots – final result Northamptonshire 106 shots – Leicestershire 115 shots. 

The County Ladies got off to a great start being 20 shots up without reply across the board after 2 ends but that was not 

likely to be maintained, and Leicestershire ladies fought back to be level at the half-way stage, eased ahead by 15 shots at 
the 18 end mark, and although the County ladies fought hard and played very well to claw themselves back into contention 

they could not quite manage to catch up.   It was, however, a very good team effort by all who represented their County.    

Rink scores, Leics. skips only: 

 

Rink 1.     Rink 2.     Rink 3. 

C Cooper    C Cherry    M Watts 

J Welch     E Winters    J Pownall-Davies 

W Walker    Y McKee    H Sharpe 

V Betts  v  M Toseland  D Brumwell v  J Martin  B Bishop v  P Sutton 
22 shots     19 shots  17 shots     27 shots  15 shots     18 shots 

 

Rink 4.     Rink 5.     Rink 6. 
S Brown    M Forrester    E West 

M Wiggins    S Bagshaw    A Lissack   

M Cave     J Bryan     P Lewis 

J Bradley v  M Hobbs  S Tansley v  J Meakin  A Height v  L Green 

20 shots     17 shots  14 shots     22 shots  18 shots     12 shots 

 

NBA Friendly versus English Civil Service 26.6.07 – Result 

 

The gentlemen players of the Northamptonshire Bowling Association suffered a defeat at Brackley BC in a friendly match 
on Tuesday, 26th June, 2007, at the hands of the English Civil Service Bowling Association by 23 shots, the final score 

being 108 shots for to 131 shots against. Rinks scores, Civil Service skips only: 

 

Rink 1.     Rink 2.     Rink 3. 

John Ruff    Eric Wareing    Trevor Tilley 

Bill Russell    Walter Stoddard   John Watson 

Derek Brewer    Mike King    Robin Frost 

Geoff Hunt v  S Bocking  Laurie Harrison   v  B Harrison  Richard Somerton  v  E Passaway 

12 shots     26 shots  22 shots       17 shots  14 shots          18 shots 

 

Rink 4.     Rink 5.     Rink 6. 

Mick Hall    Alan Jones    John Scudder 

Martin Horsham   Ernie Earp    Mike Jackson 
Keith Buckle    Harvey Fruish    Tony Coles 

Ken Court v  R Baxter  John Church   v  J Wilson  George Willmott    v  E Weightman 

23 shots     27 shots  15 shots       27 shots  22 shots          16 shots 

 

NBA Friendly versus London Parks 28.6.07 – Result 

 

Richard Somerton, County President, celebrated his first victory in the season of friendly matches, away from home at 

Finchley BC against London Parks Bowling Association, on Thursday, 28th June, 2007, by 4 shots, the final score being 116 

shots for to 112 shots against.  Rinks scores, London Park skips only: 
 

Rink 1.     Rink 2.     Rink 3. 

Bob Barnard    Peter Woodhams   Geoff Thomas 
Bob Somerville    Fred Wake    Peter Clues 

Walter Stoddard   Bill Osborne    Harvey Fruish 

Laurie Harrison    v  G Gould  Richard Somerton  v  D Stockdale George Willmott  v  R Watson 
22 shots        16 shots  17 shots          21 shots  13 shots        26 shots 



 

Rink 4.     Rink 5.     Rink 6. 

Peter Court    Mick Hall    John Ruff 

David Garland    Eric Wareing    John Shanahan 
Albert Oliver    Ian Watts    Tony Fairmaner 

Brian Jones   v  B Smith  Geoff Hunt     v  S Welsh  Terry James    v  D McGivan 

17 shots       18 shots  27 shots         15 shots  20 shots        16 shots 

 

 

 

Kettering Lodge Gala Day 24.6.07 – Results 

 

Kettering Lodge BC held its Annual Gala last week, with the following results: 

 

1st  Pat Starsmore, Margaret Johnson, Les Johnson, & Herbert Starsmore 

2
nd
 Barbara Harris, John Harris, Pat McKeown, & Mike McKeown 

3rd Mary Grewcock, Margaret Harris, Malcolm Paul, & Paul Harris 

4th Carol Grant, Margaret Bosworth, Barry Grant, & Brian Bosworth 

 

NBA Friendly versus Middlesex 3.7.07 – Selected Team 

 

The following have been selected to represent the Northamptonshire Bowling Association in a friendly match against 

Middlesex on Tuesday, 3rd July, 2007, at Northampton County Ground BC, commencing at 2.0 p.m. 

 

John Watson (Geddington & Newton), Bill Kendall (Jun. Vice Pres. – Wootton Grange BC), George Willmott (Executive – 

Irchester BC) Richard Somerton (President – Brackley), Malcolm Tait (McAlpine BC), John Ruff (Executive – West End 

BC), Bill Osborne (West Haddon), Harvey Fruish (Sen. Vice Pres. – Abington BC), F Craven (Whyte Melville BC), B 

Morris (Whyte Melville), Walter Stoddard (St. Crispin BC), Laurie Harrison (Executive – Earls Barton BC), Eric Yorke 
(Kingsthorpe), Bob Somerville (West Haddon), Geoff Harris (Higham Ferrers), Geoff Hunt (Executive – Irchester BC), 

Bryan Jones (Executive – Kettering Lodge BC), Bill Russell (Bugbrooke BC) Albert Oliver (Express BC), John Church 

(Executive – Higham Ferrers), plus a Home Rink from County Ground BC. 

 

 

 

 

NWCBA Friendly  Matches 2
nd
 July, 2007 versus Lincolnshire & 6

th
 July versus Norfolk -  Teams. 

 

 

The following ladies have been selected to represent the County in two friendly matches this week: 

 

1. Versus Lincolnshire Ladies on Monday, 2
nd
 July, 2007, at Long Bennington BC, Lincs: 

 

 

Rink 1.     Rink 2.     Rink 3. 

P Starsmore    J Crane     J Hunt 

R Bell     A Norris    J Welch 

B Manning    E Winters    W Walker 

C Barlow    B Bishop    D Brumwell 

 

Rink 4.     Rink 5.     Rink 6. 
B Tilley    A Thurston    M Ruff 

S Brown    B Rylott    J Riome 

H Lack     P Hallam    J Bryan 
C Turner    I Cross     M McGillivray 

 

Travelling Reserves: M Wiggins, V Blackwell, P Gayton.   Non-travelling: J Pownall-Davies 
 



 
2. Versus Norfolk Ladies on  Friday, 6th July, 2007, at Daventry Town BC, commencing at 1.30 p.m. 

 

Rink 1.     Rink 2.     Rink 3. 
V Rushall    J Hunt     A Wootton 

A Hall     S Mawson    C Cross 

J Pownall-Davies   M Cave     S Brown 
B Bishop    A Height    B Manning 

 

Rink 4.     Rink 5.     Rink 6. 

M Ruff     C Cooper    C Cherry 

J Stevenson    L Allen     B Blythe 

W Walker    E Hatton    P Symonds 

P Lewis     D Brumwell    J Bryan 

 

Travelling Reserves:   A Northey J Burns  E Urguhart 
Non-travelling Reserve:   V Kinning E Winters 

 

Under 25’s versus Earls Barton 1.7.07 – Result 

 

COUNTY COMPETITION RESULTS 

 

LADIES              PAIRS   Q/F       A Bigg/N Fentiman(Rushden) beat T Hepburn/D Brumwell(Kingsthorpe) 23-13 

          J Bradley/B Bishop(Daventry Town) beat D Ross/A Davey(Corby Forest) 24-21 

                                                          D Bedford/B Haseldine(Finedon) beat I Rolfe/J Hicks(Daventry District) 22-18 

                                                          C Cooper/H Lack(Burton Latimer) beat C Morris/H Sharpe(Kingsthorpe) 18-17 

       S/F         Bradley/Bishop beat Bigg/Fentiman 24-12 

          Bedford/Haseldine beat Cooper/Lack 24-17 
 

Bradley/Bishop and Bedford/Haseldine will represent the County in the National Championships at Royal Leamington Spa 

in August, and will contest the County Final on 20
th
/21

st
 July, 2007, at St. Crispin BC  

 

LADIES TOP CLUB County Semi-Finals:  Results of play from today, 1.7.07. 

      

     Daventry 3 Wellingborough Swanspool 1 

     Higham Ferrers 2 Irchester 2  + 3 shots advantage, therefore Irchester win. 

The Final of this competition will therefore be between Irchester and Daventry at Wellingborough BC 14.7.07. 

 

GENTLEMEN 

 

NORTH Area SINGLES 3
rd
 Round (Not previously published) 

(Kettering/Corby/Wellingborough) D Childs (Thrapston) beat N Corbyn (Wellingborough) 

    P Broderick (Wellingborough) beat R Sharpe (Irchester) 

    S Ogle (Rothwell Cons) beat G Slough (Burton Latimer) 

    D Lyman (Welloingborough) beat A Harris (Kettering Lodge) 

  PAIRS  2
nd 
Round 

    N Gibb (Stewarts & Lloyd) beat G Harris (Higham Ferrers) 

    D Haseldine (Kettering Cons) beat A Watts (Higham Ferrers) 

    H Creighton (Stewarts & Lloyd) beat I Fleming (Oundle) 

    N Rees (Wellingborough) beat J Pickaver (Desborough) 
    A Wisken (Desborough) beat B Chapman (Irthlingborough CI) 

    T Anderson (Corby Grampian) beat F Palmer (Corby Grampian) 

    A Morson (Irthlingborough CI) beat J Birkens (Corby Grampian) 
    R Norman (Higham Ferrers) beat L Kent (Rushden) 

    K Height (Thrapston) beat W Gregory (Wellingborough) 

    J Haines (Desborough) beat D Lyman (Wellingborough) 
    K Dexter (Oundle) beat R Chapman (Irthlingborough CI) 



    Carl Haines (Desborough) beat J Butts (Earls Barton) 
    T Paul (Desborough) beat R Mitchell (Desborough) 

    W Winsor (Wellingborough) beat J Collins (Corby Forest) 

    W Clelland (Stewarts & Lloyd) beat G Willmott (Irchester) 
    D Edwards (Irchester) beat D Cooper (Kettering Lodge) 

    D Childs (Thrapston) beat M Lynch (Kettering Cons) 

    R Bailey (Higham Ferrers) beat R Howerll (Earls Barton) 
    M Lee (Wellingborough) beat J Snedden (Stewarts & Lloyd) 

    P Melville (Corby Forest) beat T Denny (Earls Barton) 

    M Cooper (Wellingborough) beat J Watson (Geddington & Newton) 

    M Malins (Irchester) beat M Mattinson (Thrapston) 

    N Corbyn (Wellingborough) beat P Saddington (Islip) 

    G Southgate (Desborough) beat O Pearson (Geddington & Newton) 

    R Plimmer (Higham Ferrers) beat D Collins (Corby Forest) 

    J Marlow (Wellingborough) beat J Litchfield (Rushden) 

    T James (Thrapston) beat G Wright (Thrapston) 
    A Withers (Desborough) beat J Church (Higham Ferrers) 

    D Stewart (Irchester) beat A Harris (Kettering Lodge) 

    D Bailey (Thrapston) beat D Smith (Kettering Lodge) 
    S Norman (Higham Ferrers) beat T Nunn (Corby Forest) 

    G Smyth (Higham Ferrers) beat F Mains (Islip) 

 MASON CUP  Area Finals 

    T Gallagher (Corby Forest) beat J Cooper (Burton Latimer) 

    M Turner (Kettering Midland Band) beat J Goldsworthy (Raunds Cons) 

    N Corbyn (Wellingborough) beat G Warren (Stewarts & Lloyd) 

    A Cooper (Kettering Lodge) beat M Malins (Irchester) 

    Quarter Finals of this competition bering held Mon 2nd July, at Irchester 

 SECS’ CUP  Area Finals 
    M Turner (Kettering Midland Band) beat B Bailey (Earls Barton) 

    P Mullen (Corby Forest) beat R Bailey (Higham Ferrers) 

    P Webb (Kettering Cons) beat K Howlett (Rothwell Cons) 

    M Underwood (Thrapston) beat R Wilkinson (Thrapston) 

    D Haseldine (Kettering Cons) beat G Benton (Northants Police) 

    G Thomasd (Kettering Lodge) beat M Lee (Northants Police) 

 EXEC TRIPLES 3
rd
 Round 

    A Withers (Desborough) beat S Norman (Higham Ferrers) 

    J Watson (Geddington & Newton) beat R Plimmer (Higham Ferrers) 

    W Clelland (Stewarts & Lloyd) beat R Fox (Oundle) 
    R Horrell (Thrapston) beat C Pendleton (Finedon) 

    J Scott (Corby Forest) beat D Haseldine (Kettering Cons) 

    D Leveridge (Wellingborough) beat A Morson (Irthlingborough CI) 
    R Bigg (Rushden) beat P Tomlinson (Burton Latimer) 

    R Watts (Desborough) beat J Oldham (Kettering Ise) 

    D Wittering (Raunds Cons) beat A Crick (McAlpines) 

    T Nunn (County Executive) beat D Keller (Kettering Midland Band) 

    Area Finals 

    D Wittering (Raunds Cons) beat T Nunn (County Executive) 

    R Bigg (Rushden) beat R Watts (Desborough) 

        

 

SOUTH Area 

(Northampton/Daventry/Brackley)  SINGLES A number of past winners and fancied players have already been knocked 

out of contention this year, including Mick Sharpe, Richard Mann, Jim McKee, Stuart Letts, 
and last year’s winner William Parker gave his opponent a walk-over. 

 Through to the fourth round are:   

K Mawson (Cogenhoe), A Hawkings (County Ground), P Reeve (Kingsthorpe), C Bland 
(Northampton Express), R White (County Ground), R Summers (West End), M Moulton 



(Daventry Town), J Freeman (Abington), M Diggin (St. Crispin), T O’Leary (Abington), C 
Pollard (Abington), R Jones (Abington), TA Brown (Abington), A Ashby (West End), T 

Dawkins (Wootton Grange), I Walker (Kingsthorpe). 

                           PAIRS 1
ST
 Round 

 P Benson (St. Crispin) beat P Hoad (Express) S Letts (West End) beat J Brockwell (County 

Ground), I Daverson (West End) beat D Smith (Abington), I Smith (Heyford) beat A 

Hudson (West Haddon), A Bell (Express) beat C Brock (Woodford-cum-Membris), C 
Manton (West End) beat B North (Heyford), K Mawson (Cogenhoe) beat P Judge 

(Harpole), J Dunn (Kislingbury) beat R Morris (Whyte Melville), J Round (Daventry 

District) beat I Lumsden (Byfield), A Coleman (Abington) beat P Kennedy (Express), 

 R Jones (Abington) beat R White (County Ground), A Farrell (Kislingbury) beat R 

Somerton (Brackley), J Brown (Abington) beat J Collier (Whyte Melville), S Jackson 

(Brackley) beat D Manning (Cold Ashby), M Gearey (PSL) beat R Pain (Brackley), M 

Diggin (St. Crispin) beat F Wakefield (Harpole), A Ashby (West End) beat G Stibbards 

(BBOB), TA Brown (Abington) beat M Walker (West End), D Fage (Abington) beat TE 

Brown (Abington), C Fowkes (Kingsthorpe) beat J Gargaro (Kislingbury), D Masters 
(Express) beat K Donoghue (PSL), T Spear (Whyte Melville) beat N Bodily (Whyte 

Melville), D Santer (St. Crispin) beat M Jackson (Kislingbury), K Forbes (West End) beat 

M Bradshaw (Kingsthorpe)  Also through to the second round on walk-overs were R Mann 
(Kingsthorpe), P Reeve (Kingsthorpe), & J Walker (West End) 

                   MASON CUP Area Finals 

 D Ainsworth (Heyford) beat A Coleman (Abington) 

 I Walker (Kingsthorpe) beat B Spreadbury (Daventry Town) 

 C Bland (Express) beat M Gearey (PSL) 

                   SEC’S CUP Area Finals 

    K Mawson (Cogenhoe) beat I Wilson (Kingsthorpe Nondescripts) 

    D Smith (Abington) beat R Pain (Brackley) 

   EXEC TRIPLES Area Finalists 
J Woodford (Byfield), J Brockwell (County Ground), A Kirkwood (County Ground) J 

Carter (Express) to be joined by either M Diggin (St. Crispin) or R Lemon (Express), and 

Either P Clues (Heyford) or J Brown (Abington) 

 

NBA County League Results. 

 

Higham Ferrers played Kettering Midland Band in the Men’s County League on Sunday, 1
st
 July, 2007, at Hallwood Road 

Recreation Ground, and after a very close encounter managed to pull off a win by 7 shots, with 2 winning rinks and one 

losing, the points allocation being 8-2.   One of the Higham rinks dropped a 7, 2, & 6 in the first 3 ends, but then a couple of 

ends later picked up a maximum count of 8 which obviously lifted the four because they then went on to win by 3 shots.  
What a strange game it sometimes is! 

 

  

Manfield Cup Result 

 

The Manfield Cup competition played by 43 clubs affiliated to Northamptonshire Bowling Association was played on 

Saturday 30th June, 2007, with each club entering 4 rinks of players, and drawn to play on various greens around the County. 

 

Last year’s winners prevailed again - well done to West End BC for this feat, and in doing so picked up the trophy for the 

seventh time.   This year they scored a very impressive 94 shots advantage, scoring 130 shots to 36 against, with their 4 

winning rinks, and although Daventry, Corby Forest, St. Crispin, and Earls Barton all had 4 winning rinks, the closest, with 

a 69 shot advantage was Daventry who win the runners-up trophy.  The full table is attached. 

 
 

John G.Church, MBE – Bowls Press Officer 

 

 


