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20™ May, 2007.

Midland Counties Match versus Warwickshire 19" May, 2007.

The first match in the 2007 Midland Counties campaign saw the County visiting Entaco Bowls Club, Studley, to play
last year’s champions, Warwickshire, and on a very good bowling green which gave players the opportunity to show
their skills to the full, Warwickshire came out on top, winning the encounter by 49 shots. A very heavy and
disappointing defeat.

With the weather very changeable from rain to sunshine, and back, with a stiff wind all afternoon, the green played
very well indeed, and at the 10 ends stage Northamptonshire just had the edge by 4 shots. The second half of the
match saw Warwickshire accumulate a sizeable shots advantage on most rinks, finally winning on 4 rinks to the
County’s 2 by 157 shots to 108 shots for Northamptonshire, picking up 18 points to the County’s 4 points.

The pick of Northamptonshire on the day was shared by the rinks skipped by Andrew Hunter and Vernon Gearey who
held an advantage of 10 shots and 9 shots respectively, whereas on Jim McKee’s rink they came up against
international player Simon Gilbert who was ‘on song’ and although the score was high, by his own agreement, that
slice of luck which is always present went for him which perhaps exaggerated the shots difference.

On analysing the overall play on the day Senior Team Manager John Church was clearly very disappointed with the
result, and in particular the shots difference, but he saw many encouraging aspects during the game, and he is still
confident that, with a little more fine-tuning of the team in readiness for the Middleton Cup campaign which starts in
June, the players at his disposal will come good.

Rink scores (Warwickshire skips only):

Rink 1. Rink 2. Rink 3.

Steve Robinson Peter Ward Jamie Walker

Jason Hall Mick Malins Dominic Graham

Mick Diggin Roger Tansley Richard Lemon

Phil Reeve v Graham Ashby Neil Corbyn v A Apsley Andrew Hunter v S Davies
15 shots 30 shots 19 shots 32 shots 21 shots 11 shots
Rink 4. Rink 5. Rink 6.

Alun Withers Steve Norman Tony O’Leary

Richard Mann Alan Ashby Michael Chester



Chris Bland John Freeman Terry James
John Haines v Andy Smith Vernon Gearey v C Jacox Jim McKee v Simon Gilbert
19 shots 30 shots 26 shots 17 shots 8 shots 37 shots

Midland Counties Championship versus Lincolnshire 26™ May, 2007.

The following have been selected to represent Northamptonshire in the Midland Counties Championship match to be
played at Blackstones BC, Lincoln Road, Stamford, on Saturday, 26™ May, 2007, commencing at 2.0 p.m. Players to
arrive by 1.15 p.m.

Abington BC: John Freeman, Tony O’Leary.

Corby Forest: Paul Melville

Corby S & L: George Warren

Desborough: Carl Haines, John Haines, Jason Hall, Malcolm Paul, Peter Ward, Alun Withers.

Higham Ferrers: Steve Norman (Travelling Reserve)

Irchester: Mick Malins (Non-Travelling Reserve)

Kettering Lodge:- Steve Robinson (Travelling Reserve)

Kingsthorpe: Colin Fowkes; Vernon Gearey; Andrew Hunter, Richard Mann (Non-Travelling Reserve) Jim

McKee, Phil Reeve, Roger Tansley.
Northampton Express: Chris Bland, Dominic Graham

Northampton W. End:  Alan Ashby, Jamie Walker (Non-travelling Reserve)

St. Crispin: Mick Diggin
Thrapston: Darren Childs, Terry James
Wellingborough: Paul Broderick, Gerry Sharp

County Competitions

The Ladies of the Northampton Women’s County Bowling Association are well into their Fours competition with
the first two rounds completed, and the 3™ round taking place on Monday, 21% May, to be followed on the 25" May
with the Quarter Finals and Semi-Finals at Abington BC. Results to date from 2 nd Round:

North Area:  C Turner Higham Ferrers) beat J Frisby (Wellingborough) and will now play:
S Ongley (Irchester) who beat G Ward (Rushden Town)

A McMillan (Burton Latimer) beat J Bryan (Burton Latimer) and will now play:
W Walker (Corby Forest) who beat A Height (Rushden Town)

P Hallam (Kettering Conservatives) beat M McGillivray (Desborough) and will now play:
M Johnson (Wellingborough) who beat E Winters (Corby Forest)

D Batho (Kettering Lodge) beat R Houghton (Higham Ferrers) and will now play:
G Letts (Finedon) who beat R Bell (Kettering Athletic)



South Area: ] Ashby (West End) beat S Hayter (Bugbrooke) and will now play:
S Prior (Brackley) who beat P Lovesey (Abington

)
P Thew (Earls Barton) beat C Cross (Byfield) and will now play:

B Bishop (Daventry Town) who beat B Hughes (Abington)

D Brumwell (Kingsthorpe) beat M White (Whyte Melville) and will now play:
J Harrington (Brackley) who beat J Bradley (Davenry Town)

S Graham-Hole (St. Crispin) beat S Santer (St. Crispin) and will now play:
S Tansley (Kingsthorpe) who beat M Glasspool (Whyte Melville)

Ladies Top Club Results

The first round proper has now been played of the Ladies Top Club competition with the following results:

Wellingborough beat St. Crispin 2-2 by virtue of a +6 shots advantage
Higham Ferrers beat Corby Forest 2-2 by virtue of +1 shot advantage
Irchester beat Kingsthorpe 3-1

Brackley beat Abington 2-2 and by 1 shot on the extra end

Swanspool were given a walkover by Abbey Ladies

Kettering Lodge beat Burton Latimer 3-1

Rushden beat Kislingbury 4-0

Daventry Town beat Earls Barton 3-1

The Northamptonshire Bowling Association Mens Fours are at the Quarter Finals stage and will be played on
Tuesday, 22™ May, 2007, at Kingsthorpe Bowling Club, and the following will be contesting for a semi-final place:

Mick Malins (Irchester) plays Reg Jones (Abington)

Fred Palmer (Corby Grampian) plays Jonathan Brown (Abington)

Mark Turner (Kettering Midland Band) plays Colin Fowkes (Kingsthorpe)
Neil Corbyn (Wellingborough) plays Dick Howell (Earls Barton)

An interesting fact in these quarter finals is that the County probably has its youngest ever
player featuring, Connor Cinato, aged 11 years, is a member of Mark Turner’s rink.

Following results from the previous rounds:-

South Area: 3" Round Reg Jones (Abington) beat Stuart Letts (West End) 25-18
P. O’Dell (St. Crispin) beat D. Kovacs (West End) 22-19
Jonathan Brown (Abington) beat Colin Jones (Kingsthorpe) 21-7
Chris Bland (Express) beat Martin Walker (West End) 21-14
Steve Jackson (Brackley) beat Dave Masters 21-17;
Colin Fowkes (Kingsthorpe) beat J. Dunn (Kislingbury 20-14

Area Final Reg Jones (Abington) beat P. O’Dell (St. Crispin) 28-15



Jonathan Brown (Abington) beat Chris Bland (Express) 22-18
Colin Fowkes (Kingsthorpe) beat Steve Jackson (Brackley) 27-17

North Area:  Area Final Mick Malins (Irchester) beat Mick Cooper (Wellingborough)
Fred Palmer (Corby Grampian) beat Dave Stewart (Irchester)
Mark Turner (Kettering Midland Band) beat Graham Southgate (Desborough)
Neil Corbyn (Wellingborough) beat James Butts (Earls Barton)
Dick. Howell (Earls Barton) beat Barry Basford (Geddington & Newton)

The first round of the Triples competition gets under way for the men on Wednesday 23" May, 2007.

Men’s Top Club Result

Kettering Lodge BC played St. Crispin BC in the second round of the men’s Top Club competition and won 4-1 as
follows, Lodge names first:

2 Wood Singles Steve Robinson 14 B Reynolds 11

4 Wood Singles Adrian Harris 21 Mick Diggin 18

Pairs J Partridge/H Starsmore 10 J Gibson/P Benson 24

Triples A Laird/A Cooper/P Harris 17 R Burdett/D Santer/P O’Dell 15

Fours J Imrie/B Langton/D Macgregor/D Smith 18 D Cox/G Thompson/D Gibson/N Beirne 16

Wellingborough BC Open Triples League

The Wellingborough BC Open Triples League is well underway, having just completed its 3" Monday evening series
of matches.  Four teams have 100% records, being Smartys; Hatters; House of Winsor; & Finwell, with the
‘Smartys’ team heading the league on shots difference. Results of matches played on 14™ May:

Oddjobs beat Dreamers 18-8 Dabs beat Ladybirds 31-9

Finwell beat Fledglings 22-9 House of Winsor beat Outlaws 33-18
Smartys beat Wagtails 32-8 Coots beat Nomads 23-8

Hatters beat Panthers 18-9 Phoenix beat Wassers 16-11

County Friendly Matches

NWCBA
Versus Worcestershire

The ladies of the Northamptonshire Women’s County Bowls Association continued their friendly programme with a
match at Irchester against Worcestershire ladies on the 16™ May, and in poor conditions once more, and a heavy green
to contend with,. After a good start over the first five ends showing a 6 shot advantage, an indifferent passage of play
over the next 5 ends showing a huge reversal to go 24 shots down, and then a good recovery to only lose by 10 shots
at the end of the match, which was curtailed due to the weather, showed a great deal of determination. Total scores
Northamptonshire 90 shots Worcestershire 100 shots.

Rink scores, Worcestershire skips only:

Rink 1 Rink 2 Rink 3

T Burgess M Watts C Cherry

J Welch C Turner N Campbell

W Walker H Sharpe Y McKee

J Harrington v V Hall B Bishop v A Case D Brumwell v A Hutchings

16 shots 19 shots 12 shots 14 shots 21 shots 12 shots



Rink 4 Rink 5 Rink 6

E West S Row M Forrester

A Lissack M Wiggins S Bagshaw

E Winters M Cave J Bryan

A Height v C Grigg J Bradley v J Parfitt S Tansley v W Aldred
10 shots 18 shots 16 shots 16 shots 15 shots 21 shots

Versus the Northamptonshire Honorary Vice Presidents Association

The following have been selected to represent the NWCBA in a friendly fixture against the County Vice Presidents
Association at Earls Barton on Wednesday, 23" May, 2007, commencing at 2.0 p.m. players to arrive by 1.30 p.m.

M Ruff, L Allen, B Astle, O Johnson H Jones, I Layland, M Cave, ] Bryan
C Cooper, B Rylott, W Walker, B Manning B Willmott, A Northey, R Bell, P Lewis
N Campbell, M White, P Gayton, C Barlow J Hunt, A Dring, S Brown, E Winters

Reserves: M Wiggins & S Smart (Travelling)
A Lissack & C Cherry (Non-Travelling)

NBA(Men)

Versus Huntingdonshire and Warwickshire — Selected Teams

The gentlemen of the Northamptonshire Bowling Association’s season of friendly matches with other Counties
commences with a fixture with Huntingdonshire on Tuesday, 5" June, 2007 at Somersham, quickly followed by an
encounter with Warwickshire on Thursday, 7™ June, 2007, at Corby Stewarts & Lloyds. Teams as follows:

v Huntingdonshire:-

T Tilley(Irchester), D Thurlow(Wellingborough), W Osborne(West Haddon), J Church (Higham Ferrers), G
Morris(West End), M Pullen (Irchester), T.E Brown(Abington), R Somerton(Brackley), P Cooke(Abington), D
Garland(Kingsthorpe), H Fruish (Abington), G Hunt (Irchester), E Earp(West End), . M.Tait(McAlpine), G
Harris(Higham Ferrers), L Harrison(Earls Barton), T Summerton(Carlsberg), P Woodhams(Irchester), G
Willmott(Irchester), T James (Thrapston), M Hall(Brackley), P Byworth(Wellingborough), P Mercer(West Haddon),
R Giles(County Ground). Reserves W Stoddard(St. Crispin), A Oliver (Northampton Express)

v Warwickshire:-

P Clues(Heyford), D Church(Carlsberg), K Forbes(West End), J Church(Higham Ferrers), Bryan Jones(Kettering
Lodge), M Pullen(Irchester), W Stoddard(St Crispin), Brian Jones(Heyford),M Hall (Brackley), I M Tait(McAlpine),
G Harris(Higham Ferrers), G Hunt(Irchester), P Woodhams(Irchester), D Garland(Kingsthorpe), G
Willmott(Irchester), R Somerton(Brackley), T Tilley(Irchester), M Horsham (Brackley), H Fruish(Abington), L
Harrison(Earls Barton), plus a Home Rink provided by Stewarts & Lloyds consisting of W Keeney, K Naylor, H
Cargill, & J Strickland.

Irchester beat EBA President’s Team

Peter Arnold, EBA President visited Irchester BC to celebrate the completion of the clubhouse extension, and brought
with him a team of bowls luminaries to play the local players. His team was drawn from many areas of the country
and included the Senior Vice President Cliff Waterman, Junior Vice-President Dennis Cousins, plus several past EBA
Presidents.



All their muscle, however, could not overcome the Irchester ‘Romans’ who won the match 121 shots for to 95 shots
against. Rink scores, skips only, Irchester first:-

Geoff Hunt 28 shots D Wyatt 11 shots

Roy Allen 11 shots Roger Kirkpatrick 24 shots
George Willmott 17shots Peter Arnold 19 shots
Mossy Waters 27 shots B Carr 17 shots

Mick Malins 23 shots R Somerton 8 shots

Malcolm O’Hanlon 15 shots R Needle 16 shots



