Northamptonshire Bowling Association

Hon. Secretary: Hon. Match Secretary’:

12
IR ' #$
% &! L
N 3
) K + 4+, K + 4,
- 1/ 10 - 1586 o 10 &
President: 0 '
) ! & ' 1 It " " 89 :,;
)y, <+ - k0 - 4 0 &

NEWSLETTER JULY/AUGUST 2007

To All Club Secretaries.

Ladies and Gentlemen.

Whilst this season is only two thirds of the way through it is time to look forward to the winter months and
beyond.

N.B.A. Annual Luncheon:

Being held at the Diamond Centre Irthlingborough on Sunday 7" October 2007

Enclosed is a Poster/Notice for you to display and submit names and monies for those of your members
who wish to attend. Although many of your members may not seem interested in supporting the County

Association it would be very much appreciated if members of your committee could support this annual event.
Two tickets are enclosed as a reminder for your consideration.

Subscriptions and Competition Entry Forms 2008:

Copies of all paperwork enclosed. Please note that there are increases of 10p for the County Year Book, 90p
to the E.B.A. Book (increase for last year not previously applied), and 50p for E.B.A. Membership.

A free copy of the County handbook will be issued to all Clubs to ensure Secretaries are aware of the activities
of the Association.

Please forward your returns to the Honorary Treasurer Stuart Lake by 315 October latest.

Nominations for 2008 Officers:

In accordance with the Rules of the Association please forward your Nominations to the Honorary Secretary
by 315t August. In the event of more candidates than positions a vote will take place at the respective Area
Meetings (Rule 7c¢). It is also a requirement that name(s) and address of your delegates are
forwarded by the 31° August (Rule 7a).

Area Meetings:
To confirm details shown on page 7 of the County Year Book.

NORTH AREA CLUBS: Please advise your delegates that the North Area Meeting will be held at
Desborough BC on Monday 10" September and to commence at 7.30pm.

SOUTH AREA CLUBS: Please advise your delegates that the South Area Meeting will be held at Abington
BC on Tuesday 18" September and to commence at 7.30pm.

It is important that your club is represented at the respective Area Meetings to enable broader debate
and discussion on any salient points of business and issues that may affect some clubs more than others.

Club Annual Dinner/Presentation of Trophies and Prizes:

Any Club wishing to invite the President or other Senior Officers of the County to their Annual function should
do so to the Honorary Secretary ASAP.



Northamptonshire Bowls Youth Development Scheme (NBYDS):

Outdoor Singles Competitions for the U15 and U18 age groups are due to commence during July with the Finals
being held at Abington BC on Sunday 2" September. Whether your club is represented or not please try and
support this event to give encouragement to our younger bowlers.

English Bowls Youth Development Scheme (EBYDS):

Has your club any young bowlers who would like to participate in the qualifying rounds that lead to Regional
rounds and then to National Finals.

The Northamptonshire County qualifying round will be played at Northampton & District I.B.C. on Saturday 19"
January 2008

Enclosed are details regarding U15 and U18 Singles Invitation event for 2007/8. Please photocopy extra
forms if required.

Please forward your returns to Honorary Secretary Brian Sherwood, by 11" November latest.

The position of Area Co-ordinator has still to be filled and although all Clubs were notified via a previous
newsletter the response has been extremely poor. If anyone is interested please contact Brian Sherwood
(Honorary Secretary of NBYDS 01933 312976) or Brenice Willmott (01933 312983) or myself for any further
information. It is important to resolve this situation as soon as possible to support the envisaged achievements
by our young bowlers at both Local and National levels.

Northamptonshire Under 25’s:

After having played five out of six games in the Midland Counties Ron Barston Trophy the County U25’s are
heading the league table by some twenty three points along with a superior shots difference over the other
three teams. Having experienced barren times over the past few years it appears the tide is at last turning in
our favour and now with County having one hand firmly on the trophy it is most likely that the last Trophy
game of the season at Abington BC on the re-arranged date of Sunday 16™ September 2007 against
Warwickshire U25’s who have a game in hand may well prove decisive. However if Leicestershire were able to
beat Warwickshire in the meantime the task for the County would be eased considerably.

County Tour 2008 May 26*"-30%":

Provisional arrangements are in hand to visit Norfolk. Members who are interested in joining the touring party
could they please, in the first instance, contact Match Secretary Geoff Hunt for further details or to reserve a
place. See enclosed flysheet.

County Friendly Matches:

As we only have August and September matches to play may I now thank all Clubs that have supported the
Association by making their greens available to host matches and also for nominating players for friendly
matches during the season. We have received support this year from nearly 50% of the clubs which has made
selection for matches a lot easier than previous years.

However on a more disappointing note we are finding that meal charges not only from the opposition but also
from our own host clubs are escalating. If this trend continues we shall have no option but to increase our
match fees for 2008. When allocating Greens for County Friendly matches we do set criteria each year for a
recommended maximum charge which for 2007 was set at £5.00 per player for the meal and to include tea and
biscuits during the game and hopefully green fees, with a possible lower charge for non players and guests. We
appreciate that catering is not always easy to manage but as an Association we do not require anything special
regarding meals and also bearing in mind that apart from the host club benefiting from additional revenue
through the increase in bar takings it should also be seen and deemed as an honour to act as hosts.

E-mail Communication:

This mail out is rather large with all the enclosures but there are many other times when mailing out by E-mail
has proved a most cost saving exercise. At present there are 42 clubs out of 57 who have supplied an E-mail
contact. For those who have not supplied a contact can you please endeavour to do so




County Competitions:

Congratulations to the following players have been successful in reaching the National Championships being
held at Worthing during 11" to 25th August.

Singles: Winner Paul Broderick (Wellingborough BC)
Runner up Rob White (Northampton County Ground BC)
Pairs: Winners Neil Rees, Paul Broderick (Wellingborough BC)
Runners up Colin Fowkes, Vernon Gearey (Kingsthorpe BC)
Triples: Winners Neil Rees, Darren Lyman, Paul Broderick (Wellingborough BC)

Runners up Mick Donohue, Tony Burns, Colin Jones (Kingsthorpe BC)

Fours: Winners Richard Mann, Colin Fowkes, Vernon Gearey, Jim McKee (KingsthorpeBC)
Runners up Stuart Cadd, Pat McAlwane, Dave Fage, Jonathan Brown (Abington BC)

Singles: Winner Richard Lemon (Northampton Express BC)
u25 Runner up Dominic Graham (Northampton Express BC)

Domestic Competitions:

Executive Triples: Winners Stuart Cadd, Don Smith, Jonathan Brown (Abington BC)
Runners Up Peter Hoad, Ian Bland, Chris Bland (Northampton Express BC)

Mason Cup; Winner Darren Childs (Thrapston BC)
Runner up Mark Turner (Kettering Midland Band BC)

Secretaries Cup: Winner Kevin Mawson (Cogenhoe BC)
Runner up Geoff Thomas (Kettering Lodge BC)

N.B.A. Year Book amendment:

The new Fixture Secretary for Harpole BC is as follows:

Mr M (aurice) Hickman

43 Meadow Close

Duston

Northampton

NN5 6RH Tel: 01604 754682 E-mail: animoe@tiscali.co.uk

BIBC Junior International Series:

Congratulations to Richard Lemon of Northampton Express BC who has been selected as travelling
Reserve for the Junior International Series at Victoria Park, Royal Leamington Spa, Warwickshire on
Saturday and Sunday 8™ and 9" September 2007.

Northamptonshire Bowling Coaching Association (NBCA):

New members are urgently required to take up the duties of official Coaches within the Association.
At this point of time it appears that the total number of coaches within the County is on the

decline and it is important that the current situation is addressed in support of those Clubs who are
keen to encourage the future of their lesser experienced bowlers young and old.

Any persons interested should in the first instance contact Peter Boulden on 07813 504981

My sincere thanks to all of you for your assistance during the past year and offer my best wishes for the rest of
season.

Regards
Laurie Harrison
Hon Secretary
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